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MEETING MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting of the Natural Resource Commission was called to order by Chairperson Garst at 
8:30 a.m. on Thursday, June 14, 2007 at the Prairie Oak Lodge, Squaw Creek Park, Marion, Iowa.   
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Carol Kramer 
Richard Kim Francisco 
Lennis Moore 
Bill Bird 
Greg Drees 
Elizabeth Garst 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Janelle Rettig 

 

APPROVE AGENDA 
Note was made that Item 19 would be moved up on the agenda to follow Item 8. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kramer to approve the June 14, 2007 NRC agenda as 
amended.   Seconded by Commissioner Bird.  Motion carried unanimously by those present. 

AGENDA APPROVED 
 

APPROVE MINUTES 
Motion was made by Commissioner Francisco to approve the minutes of the May 10, 2007 
Natural Resource Commission meeting.  Seconded by Commissioner Kramer.  Motion carried 
unanimously by those present.   

MINUTES APPROVED 
 

DIRECTOR’S REMARKS 
Director Leopold welcomed the attendees to the meeting and especially thanked Dennis Goemaat 
of the Linn County Conservation Board for his hospitality and use of the Lodge for the meeting.  
He also thanked staff for their assistance on the tour, including Jim Hansen, Andy Bartlett, Jerry 
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Reisinger, Dennis Murphy, Paul Sleeper, Mike Pecenka, and volunteer Rose Moore and the 
AmeriCorps trail crew.   
 
Leopold distributed copies of charts indicating the FY 08 Appropriation Summary and the DNR 
Legislative Appropriations Increases from FY 07 to FY 08.  He commended Sharon Tahtinen and 
Diane Ford-Shivvers, DNR’s Legislative Liaisons, the Division Administrators and Bureau Chiefs 
and staff who worked together to provide information to committees.  Leopold said their work is 
reflected in an overall 11% increase in the department’s budget over the previous year. 
 
Director Leopold reported that he has been working with the Governor’s Office on the Governor’s 
Leadership Agenda priorities for next year.  The top three priorities are 1) the Power Fund, 2) 
Energy Efficiency, and 3) Land, Air and Water.  Leopold said he has also been working with 
Secretary of Agriculture, Bill Northey to put together a committee or study group to talk about 
odor and CAFOs.    
 
Leopold said DNR has been talking about environmental indicators. He explained that these are 
measures that can be used in the general public, the legislature and with the Governor’s Office to 
show the progress being made in key environmental areas.  He said both the Conservation and 
Recreation Division and Ed Tormey, Chief Legal Counsel have facilitated a lot of information for 
their divisions so there is a lot of information to refine and figure out how it fits into the DNR 
Strategic Plan and the Governor’s Plan.   
 
With thanks to Ken Herring and Diane Ford-Shivvers, Director Leopold related that $100,000 has 
been secured to continue the work of the Commission on Sustainable Funding for Natural 
Resources.  He said work will move forward on actual mechanisms, strategies, and public 
relations.   
 
Director Leopold reported that staff has been discussing its statutes and rulemaking and are being 
encouraged to bring forward ideas for rulemaking packages that would improve natural resources 
of the state or services to the citizens of the state.   
 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
Linda Hanson, Administrator, Management Services Division, presented the following item. 
 
Bids were opened May 30, 2007 for the following projects: 

Sedan Bottoms WMA, Appanoose County – Wetlands Construction  
This project consists of construction of wetlands, installation of culverts, construction of a stop log 
structure, and other related work as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  
Project is budgeted 100% NRCS reimbursable funds (see Capital Link #40).  DNR estimate is 
$400,000.  Twenty sets of Plans were issued.  Three bids were received. 
 
Dean Quirk, dba Spring Lake Construction Polk City, IA    $247,134.75 
Kevin Kent, dba Kevin Kent Construction Lucas, IA    $303,630.00 
Weaver’s, Inc.     Tipton, IA    $364,158.50 
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Staff recommends award of a contract to Dean Quirk, dba Spring Lake Construction, low bidder. 
 
Linda Hanson noted the difference between the $400,000 estimated project cost and the low bid of 
$247,134.75.  She explained that the Department hopes to use the total $400,000 amount of 
federal money from NRCS to further enhance the wetland construction work.  Hanson said that 
assuming approval of this initial project request, staff will return to the commission at future 
meetings with change orders so that the remaining funds can be utilized. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Moore to approve the low bid of Dean Quirk, dba Spring 
Lake Construction of Polk City, Iowa, in the amount of $247,134.75 for wetlands construction at 
Sedan Bottoms WMA in Appanoose County.  Seconded by Commissioner Francisco.  Motion 
carried unanimously by those present.   

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT APPROVED 
 

Storm Lake Marina, Buena Vista County – Maintenance and Storage Building 
This project consists of the construction of a maintenance and storage building.  This is a pole-
type storage building with overhead doors, concrete slabs and aprons as required by the Plans and 
the DNR Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted 50% in Marine Fuel Tax and 50% in Coast 
Guard funds (see Capital Link #117).  DNR estimate is $600,000.  Twenty-four sets of Plans were 
issued.  Two bids were received. 
 
Regency Commercial Services  West Des Moines, IA   $479,100.00 
Schoon Construction, Inc.   Cherokee, IA    $509,560.45 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Regency Commercial Services, low bidder. 
 
Linda Hanson pointed out that the low bid was considerably less than the estimate.  Also noted was 
that some savings will be realized from the Department auctioning off some old buildings on the 
property.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kramer to approve the low bid of Regency Commercial 
Services of West Des Moines, Iowa, in the amount of $479,100.00 for maintenance and storage 
building construction at Storm Lake Marina in Buena Vista County.  Seconded by Commissioner 
Moore.  Motion carried unanimously by those present. 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT APPROVED 
 

Spirit Lake, Dickinson County – Spillway Access Paving 

This project consists of the PCC paving and permeable concrete pavers at the parking lot located 
by the spillway boat ramp and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction 
Inspector.  Project is budgeted $44,000 from local match and remainder from Marine Fuel Tax 
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(see Capital Link #110).  DNR estimate is $105,000.  Fifteen sets of Plans were issued.  Six bids 
were received. 
 
Diamond Concrete & Construction, Inc.  Spirit Lake, IA  $107,004.92 
Christensen Construction & Design Co, Inc.   Estherville, IA   $113,173.73 
Slater Lawn Service     Spirit Lake, IA  $122,645.25 
K. Cunningham Construction Co., Inc.  Cedar Falls, IA  $127,349.70 
Cedar Valley Corp.     Waterloo, IA   $142,747.97 
Graves Construction Co., Inc.    Spencer, IA   $170,575.25 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Diamond Concrete & Construction, Inc., low bidder. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Moore to approve the low bid of Diamond Concrete & 
Construction, Inc. of Spirit Lake, Iowa, in the amount of $107,004.92 for spillway access paving at 
Spirit Lake in Dickinson County.  Seconded by Commissioner Francisco.  Motion carried 
unanimously by those present.   

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT APPROVED 
 

Lake Macbride State Park, Johnson County – Campground Shower Building  
This project consists of the reconstruction of a 1,051 square foot campground shower building 
without basement, with concrete block walls and metal roofing and two separate water storage 
buildings as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted in 
Land and Water Conservation (LAWCON) and REAP Open Spaces funds.  DNR estimate is 
$350,000 (see Capital Link #137).  Twenty-seven sets of Plans were issued.  Five bids were 
received. 
 
F. J. Meyer Construction Co., Inc.  Mount Vernon, IA   $235,635.63 
City Construction Group, LLC  Iowa City, IA    $278,211.00 
Garling Construction, Inc.   Belle Plaine, IA   $296,578.00 
Regal Construction Services, Inc.  Iowa City, IA    $344,748.16 
Vieth Construction Corp.   Cedar Falls, IA   $354,291.00 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to F. J. Meyer Construction Co., Inc., low bidder. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Drees to approve the low bid of F. J. Meyer Construction Co., 
Inc. of Mount Vernon, Iowa, in the amount of $235,635.63 for campground shower building 
construction at Lake Macbride State Park in Johnson County.  Seconded by Commissioner 
Kramer.  Motion carried unanimously by those present.   

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT APPROVED 
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Chariton Research Station, Lucas County – Pole Storage Building  
This project consists of the construction of a 40’ by 80’ pole-type storage building with overhead 
doors, concrete slabs and aprons as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  
Project is budgeted 100% in Fish and Wildlife Trust Funds (see Capital Link #1).  DNR estimate 
is $182,000.  Eleven sets of Plans were issued.  One bid was received. 
 
Greiner Buildings, Inc.   Washington, IA   $154,059.70 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Greiner Buildings, Inc., sole bidder. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Francisco to approve the bid of Greiner Buildings, Inc. of 
Washington, Iowa in the amount of $154,059.70 for construction of a pole storage building at 
Chariton Research Station in Lucas County.  Seconded by Commissioner Drees.  Motion carried 
unanimously by those present.     

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT APPROVED 
 

Stone State Park, Woodbury County – Shower Building 
This project consists of the construction of a 936 square foot campground shower building of 
without basement, with concrete block walls and asphalt shingle roofing and other related work as 
required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted in $81,365 from 
Iowa Values Fund, $37,906 local match and the remainder in REAP Open Spaces (see Capital 
Link #173).  DNR estimate is $300,000.  Eleven sets of Plans were issued.  Five bids were 
received. 

Frank Audino Construction, Inc.  Sioux City, IA    $235,754.02 
Lewis Contracting, Inc.   Red Oak, IA    $266,996.72 
H & H Builders, Inc.    Kingsley, IA    $284,544.80 
HCI Construction, Inc    South Sioux City, IA   $287,269.58 
Schoon Construction, Inc.   Cherokee, IA    $334,352.44 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Frank Audino Construction, Inc., low bidder. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Bird to approve the low bid of Frank Audino Construction, 
Inc. of Sioux City, Iowa, in the amount of $235,754.02 for shower building construction at Stone 
State Park in Woodbury County.  Seconded by Commissioner Francisco.  Motion carried 
unanimously by those present.   

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT APPROVED 

LAND ACQUISITION 
Linda Hanson, Administrator, Management Services Division, presented the following item. 
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Muskrat Slough WMA, Jones County--McQuillen 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for the purchase of a parcel of land 
adjacent to the northwest side of Muskrat Slough.  It is two miles east of Morley, and eight miles 
south of Anamosa.  The tract is being offered by Matthew G. McQuillen for the appraised price of 
$3,050 per acre.  There are approximately 78 acres to be determined by survey ($237,900 for 78 
acres). 

Jamie Nabb, Licensed Appraiser of Hertz Appraisal Services, Mt. Vernon, Iowa, submitted the 
appraisal.  Rick Hansen negotiated the agreement. 

The tract consists of 74.4 acres of cropland with a Corn Suitability Rating of 54.2, and 3.6 acres of 
waterway/nontillable.  The purchase agreement will also include an access agreement to County 
Road E45 to the north of the tract.  The acquisition will add wildlife habitat to complement the 
existing wetland complex, and provide protection to the Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid, which is a 
threatened and endangered species. 

Acquisition funding will be provided as follows: 75% ($178,425) Federal Section 6 (Endangered 
Species) and 25% ($59,475) from Wildlife Habitat Stamp Fund (see Capital Link #17).  The 
property will remain on the property tax rolls.  Property taxes will be paid from the Wildlife 
Habitat Stamp Fund.  Surveying and incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the 
Department. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Moore to approve the purchase of approximately 78 acres of 
land at Muskrat Slough Wildlife Management Area in Jones County from Matthew G. McQuillen 
for the appraised price of $3,050 per acre.  Seconded by Commissioner Drees.  Motion carried 
unanimously by those present.   

LAND ACQUISITION APPROVED 
 

Yellow River State Forest, Allamakee County—Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
(Gingerich Tract) 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a parcel of land known as 
the Gingerich Tract in Allamakee County.  This 70-acre tract borders three sides of the Luster 
Heights Unit of Yellow River State Forest.  The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation (INHF) offers 
this tract for the appraised price of $165,000. 
 
Rob Wobeter, Licensed Appraiser of Toledo, Iowa, submitted the appraisal.  Rick Hansen 
completed the review appraisal, and John Walkowiak negotiated the purchase agreement. 

This property is located at the intersection of County Road X52 and Luster Heights Road.  It is 
approximately five miles south of Harpers Ferry and 1 ½ miles north of the intersection of Iowa 
State Highway 76 and County Road X52 in northeastern Allamakee County.  The tract reflects 
gently sloping topography.  Current land use is 70 acres of native and planted timber.  Luster 
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Heights Road is an all-weather gravel road and offers year round access to the property.  There is a 
small holding pond on the site.  

This tract borders the Luster Heights Unit of Yellow River State Forests on three sides and on the 
fourth side borders private land with a permanent conservation easement held by the INHF.  
Acquisition of this tract will increase the Luster Heights Unit to 840 acres, and will provide 
wildlife habitat, improve surface water quality, and enhance public recreation to this area.  The 
Forestry Bureau will manage the property in accord with the area management plan. 
 
Acquisition funding will be provided as follows: $41,250 REAP Open Spaces and $123,750 U.S. 
Forest Service’s Forest Legacy Program.  No survey or fencing costs is anticipated.  Incidental 
closing costs will be the responsibility of the Department.      
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Francisco to approve the purchase of a 70-acre tract of land 
known as the Gingerich Tract at Luster Heights Unit of the Yellow River State Forest in 
Allamakee County from the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation for the appraised price of 
$165,000.  Seconded by Commissioner Kramer.  Motion carried unanimously by those present.   

LAND ACQUISITION APPROVED 
 

Stephens State Forest, Lucas County--Heston 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a parcel of land located 
four miles south and three miles west of Lucas adjacent on the north and west sides to Stephens 
State Forest.  The 200-acre tract is offered by Jean L. Heston for the appraised price of $405,000.   
 
Robert K. Johnston, Licensed Appraiser of Ames, Iowa submitted the appraisal.  Rick Hansen 
negotiated the purchase agreement. 

The subject tract consists of 67.5 acres of cropland enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP); 104.2 acres of timber; 26.3 acres of scrub brush timber; and 2 acres of road right-of-way.   

The acquisition is subject to the following stipulations: 
 Seller reserves the right to receive CRP payments through the contract period that ends 

September 30, 2009.  DNR agrees to reimburse seller up to $1,000 for cancellation of 
“new” CRP application that would have covered period beyond September 30, 2009.      

 Seller reserves the right to cut/harvest hay 3-4 times per year on approximately 30 acres on 
the south side of the parcel.  Seller is responsible for any re-seeding of the 30 acres. 

 Seller reserves salvage rights to internal fencing, gates, hydrant, and “old” poles. 
 DNR agrees to construct fencing along the north and east side of the 20-acre exception 

retained by seller in the S½SE¼SE¼.  Seller will provide gates. 

The property can be accessed from 450th Street and adjacent state-owned land.  There are no 
buildings.  The property will be managed by the Forestry Bureau in accordance with the Stephens 
State Forest - White Breast Unit management plan. 
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Acquisition funding will be provided by REAP Open Spaces.  The property will remain on 
property tax rolls.  Incidental closing costs and surveying will be the responsibility of the 
Department.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kramer to approve the purchase a 200-acre tract of land at 
the Stephens State Forest in Lucas County from Jean A. Heston for the appraised price of 
$405,000.  Seconded by Commissioner Francisco.  Motion carried unanimously by those present.     

LAND ACQUISITION APPROVED 
 

EASEMENTS 
Linda Hanson, Administrator, Management Services Division, presented the following items.   

Northeast Missouri Power Cooperative, Transmission Easement at Honey Creek Resort 
State Park 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for a permanent easement that would 
allow for the installation of electric transmission utility lines at Honey Creek Resort State Park 
(Park).  The easement would authorize Northeast Missouri Power Cooperative (NEMO) to install 
transmission lines at the 20-acre waste water treatment plant north east of the Park in accordance 
with plans and drawings approved by both the Department’s engineers and consultants and 
NEMO’s engineers.   
 
The Department has already provided NEMO with an acre-sized easement on the waste water 
treatment plant site to place the transmission system; the additional easement is to place the 
transmission lines that will provide power to the transmission station and allow distribution of 
power ultimately to the Park through an agreement with Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative.   
 
The Department has included language in the proposed easement to protect its rights to operate a 
waste water treatment facility on the land.    
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Francisco to approve a permanent easement that would 
authorize Northeast Missouri Power Cooperative to install electric transmission utility lines at 
Honey Creek Resort State Park.  Seconded by Commissioner Kramer.  Motion carried 
unanimously by those present.     

EASEMENT APPROVED 
 

Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative, Electricity Distribution Temporary Construction 
Easement 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for a temporary easement for the 
installation of electric distribution utility lines at Honey Creek Resort State Park (Park).  The 
easement would authorize Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative (CVEC) to install distribution 
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lines at the Park in accordance with plans and drawings approved by both the Department’s 
engineers and consultants and CVEC’s engineers.  The Department will then grant CVEC a 
permanent easement for those distribution lines, allowing CVEC to repair and maintain the lines it 
owns, based on where the distribution lines are finally placed.   
 
At the September 14, 2006 Commission meeting, the Commission approved a 28E agreement in 
which CVEC agreed to install the electric infrastructure necessary to power the park and the 
Department agreed to provide a permanent easement for those lines.  The Department proposes 
this temporary easement, to be followed by a permanent easement, to increase flexibility of the 
parties during installation; this arrangement will allow for deviations from originally proposed 
locations due to unforeseen circumstances, change orders or other construction-related issues and 
not require additional legal documents to clarify those changes.  Once those lines are in place, the 
Department will provide the permanent easement for the utilities, as they lie.   
 
The Department will not be compensated for either the permanent or the temporary easements, as 
they are mutually beneficial and CVEC’s anticipated contributions in installing the lines are 
valued at approximately $2.3 million.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Moore to approve a temporary easement that would authorize 
Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative to install electricity distribution at Honey Creek State Park.  
Seconded by Commissioner Francisco.  Motion carried unanimously by those present.   

EASEMENT APPROVED 
 

FISCAL YEAR 08 CAPITAL PLAN 
Linda Hanson, Administrator, Management Services Division, presented the following item. 
 
The attachment is a draft of the FY08 Department of Natural Resources’ Capital Plan for the 
Commission’s review. 
 
Funds from a number of sources are available in FY08 to effectuate land acquisition, open space 
development, infrastructure repair and construction (or development), and capital requirements of 
related grant programs.  The proposed spending plan is listed by funding source on the following 
tables. 
 

Fund Source 

FY07  
Programmed 

Funds 
FY08 

Appropriations

Total 
Federal/ 

Other Total 
Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund $6,547,550 $11,918,361 $18,465,911
  
Park and Institutional Roads 
Fund $6,187,500  $6,187,500
  
Infrastructure and Capitals  
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     Lake and Stream Restoration $494,788  $494,788
     Lake Water Quality Improvement $2,266,573 $8,600,000 $2,280,000 $13,146,573
     Marine Fuel Tax $856,387 $2,300,000 $827,500 $3,983,887
     REAP Open Spaces $303,749 $4,461,940 $27,000 $4,792,689
          Land Acquisition and 
Development $278,129 $3,792,649 $27,000 $4,097,778 
          Protected Water Area $25,620 $223,097  $248,717 
          Public/Private Cost Share $446,194  $446,194 
     REAP Land Management $45,384 $1,434,195 $285,250 $1,764,829
     REAP Non-Game Programs $1,335,000 $600,000  $1,935,000
     Special Appropriations $24,929,810 $1,450,000 $25,000 $26,404,810
     State Parks Health and Safety ($8,931) $2,500,000 $428,500 $2,919,569
  
Sewage Revolving Loan Fund $75,000  $75,000
  
TOTAL $30,297,760 $34,081,185 $15,791,611 $80,170,556
 
 

Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund FY 2008  
      
  Area Description Trust Fund Fed/Other Total 
 DIVISION WIDE:   
 Division Deer Registrations $400,000  $400,000
 Division HUSH $350,000  $350,000
 Division   ELSI $1,350,000  $1,350,000

1 Division                      
Chariton Shop Building (FY07 
project) $154,000  $154,000

  DIVISION TOTAL $2,254,000  $2,254,000
    
 WILDLIFE HABITAT STAMP:  
 Statewide Habitat Stamp Grants to CCBs $800,000  $800,000
 Statewide Property Taxes for Habitat Stamp $200,000  $200,000

2 Statewide State Habitat Acquisition $600,000  $600,000
3 Statewide Wetland Restoration $350,000  $350,000
  WILDLIFE HABITAT TOTAL $1,950,000  $1,950,000
    
 DUCK STAMP:   
 Statewide DNR Payments to Ducks Unlimited $50,000  $50,000

4 Statewide Land Acquisition $190,000 $100,000 $290,000
  DUCK STAMP TOTAL $240,000 $100,000 $340,000
    

 
FISH HABITAT 
STAMP:   

 
County Cost Share 
Program Habitat Development $610,000  $610,000

5 Statewide                  
Habitat Fee Land 
Acquisition/Easement $225,000 $675,000 $900,000

6 Statewide Habitat Fee - Improvement $222,500 $307,500 $530,000
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  FISH HABITAT TOTAL $1,057,500 $982,500 $2,040,000
    
 FISHERIES:   
 City of Clinton BIG-Tier 2 Grant $1,156,000 $1,156,000
 City of Dubuque BIG-Tier 1 Grant $100,000 $100,000
 City of Dubuque BIG-Tier 2 Grant $3,050,000 $3,050,000
 City of Guttenberg BIG-Tier 1 Grant $452,000 $452,000

 
CVA Pump Out 
Projects Saylorville Marina $50,000 $50,000

7 Statewide Fish Restitution $10,000  $10,000
8 Statewide Fishing Access $126,050 $281,950 $408,000
  FISHERIES TOTAL $136,050 $5,089,950 $5,226,000
    
 WILDLIFE:   

9 EPA 319 FY 02 Wetland Restorations $520 $520
10 EPA 319 FY 03 Wetland Restorations $7,000 $7,000
11 EPA 319 FY 04 Wetland Restorations $21,500 $21,500
12 EPA 319 FY 05 Wetland Restorations $9,000 $9,000
13 EPA 319 FY 06 Wetland Restorations $25,000 $25,000

 Missouri River MR Mitigation Excavations $200,000 $200,000
14 NAWCA DU Missouri River Phase 1 $70,000 $70,000
15 NAWCA DU Missouri River Phase 2 $350,000 $350,000
16 NAWCA Prairie Lakes Phase 1 $639,850 $639,850
17 NAWCA Prairie Lakes Phase 2 $658,000 $658,000
18 NAWCA S Tallgrass Prairie Initiative $558,000 $558,000
19 NAWCA Cedar-Wapsi  $800,500 $800,500
20 NAWCA Boone River PWA NAWCA Project $75,000 $75,000
21 NAWCA Upland Habitat Develop. Grant #2 $75,000 $75,000

22 
Reimburseable 
WCRP NRCS 100% Reimbursable $10,000 $400,000 $410,000

23 
Rice Lake Unit - 
Ventura 

Headquarters Facilities (carry 
over) $450,000  $450,000

24 Riverton WMA Pump Replacement (carry over) $250,000  $250,000
 Statewide CWD Program $75,000 $75,000
 Statewide Feral Hog Program $45,000 $45,000
 Statewide SWG Acquisitions & Contracts $500,000 $500,000
 Statewide Timber Management Account  $100,000  $100,000

 Statewide 
Ducks Unlimited Development 
Projects $100,000 $100,000 $200,000

 Statewide Habitat Checkoff from INSGA $100,000 $100,000
 Statewide LIP Tier 2 Grant $623,541 $623,541
 Statewide Ruffed Grouse Habitat $8,000 $8,000

 Statewide 
New Federal, State and Private 
Grants $100,000 $100,000

 Statewide 
Response of Forest Birds in NE 
Iowa $46,000 $46,000

 Statewide 
Cattle Grazing and Fires as Mgnt 
Tools $209,000 $209,000

  WILDLIFE TOTAL $910,000 $5,695,911 $6,605,911
    

 
LAW 
ENFORCEMENT:   
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 Shooting Range P/R Public Grants $50,000 $50,000
  LAW ENFORCEMENT TOTAL $50,000 $50,000
 TOTAL  $6,547,550 $11,918,361 $18,465,911

      
Park and Institutional Roads 

FY 2008 
      
  Area Description P&I Funds Fed/Other Total 

 PARK & INSTITUTIONAL ROAD FUND:    
25 Backbone  Road development & renovation $184,000  $184,000
26 Backbone  Bridge railing & trail bridge $250,000  $250,000

27 
Brushy Creek Seed 
Harvest bldg Road development & renovation $75,000  $75,000

28 
Honey Creek 
Resort Road surfacing on new base  $1,400,000  $1,400,000

29 Honey Creek SP Road development & renovation $1,635,000  $1,635,000
30 Geode  Road development & renovation $1,500,000  $1,500,000
31 Lynn Lorenzen Road development & renovation $167,000  $167,000
32 Pilot Knob Road development & renovation $176,500  $176,500
33 Swan Lake SP Road development & renovation $800,000  $800,000
 TOTAL   $6,187,500  $6,187,500

      

INFRASTRUCTURES AND CAPITALS 
      

Lake Dredging Program 
FY 2008 

      
  Area Description State Fed/Other Total 

34 Deer Creek Lake Bed Sealing $225,000  $225,000
35 Five Island Lake Dredging, Watershed $94,788  $94,788
36 Shallow Lakes Pumping System $75,000  $75,000
37 Union Grove Lake Silt Dam Improvements $100,000  $100,000

 TOTAL   $494,788  $494,788
      

Lake Water Quality Improvement  
FY 2008 

      
  Area Description State Fed/Other Total 

38 Brushy Creek Lake Shoreline Protection $50,000  $50,000
 Carter Lake Feasibility Study, Stormwater $100,000  $100,000

39 Clear Lake Dredging $4,766,573 $1,000,000 $5,766,573

40 Crystal Lake 
Spillway Repair, Watershed, Fish 
Restoration Chemical $250,000  $250,000

 Dam Safety Signage $200,000  $200,000
41 Easter Lake Watershed/Stormwater $100,000  $100,000

 Feasibility Studies Required Studies $250,000 $50,000 $300,000
42 Five Island Lake Dredging $100,000  $100,000
43 Green Valley Lake Watershed, Containment Site  $600,000  $600,000
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44 

Lake 
Ahquabi/Hooper 
Lake Shoreline Protection $85,000  $85,000

45 Lake Darling Spillway Repair, Watershed,  $900,000 $300,000 $1,200,000
46 Minors Projects Misc. Projects $50,000  $50,000
47 Prairie Rose Lake Watershed, Containment Site $750,000 $200,000 $950,000
48 Priority Watersheds Protection of Lakes $200,000 $400,000 $600,000
49 Red Haw Lake Shoreline Protection $25,000  $25,000
50 Rock Creek Lake Watershed Improvements $100,000 $300,000 $400,000
51 Shallow Lakes Water Quality Improvements $100,000  $100,000
52 Silver Lake Watershed Improvements $100,000  $100,000

 Statewide Design $490,000  $490,000
 Statewide Project Management Transfer $200,000  $200,000

53 Storm Lake Dredging $1,000,000  $1,000,000
54 Union Grove Lake Watershed, Silt Dike $440,000  $440,000
55 Viking Lake Watershed Improvements $10,000 $30,000 $40,000

 TOTAL  ######### $2,280,000 $13,146,573
      

Marine Fuel Tax 
FY 2008 

      
  Area Description REAP Fed/Other Total 

56 Honey Creek 
Shoreline protection and boat 
ramps $1,400,000  $1,400,000

57 Lost Grove Lake Lake construction $300,000  $300,000
58 Red Rock/Elk Rock Ramp and Stalls $240,000 $240,000 $480,000

 
 
Statewide  Local boating WRAC grants $284,462  $284,462

 Statewide Design services $200,000  $200,000
 Statewide Water trails program $94,425  $94,425
 Statewide Low-head dam signage program $50,000  $50,000

59 Statewide Minors - maintenance $100,000 $100,000 $200,000
60 Statewide Slippage from projects   
61 Storm Lake Casino Bay Marina upgrade $487,500 $487,500 $975,000

 
 
TOTAL   $3,156,387 $827,500 $3,983,887

      
REAP Open Spaces 

FY 2008 
      
  Area Description REAP Fed/Other Total 

 
LAND 
ACQUISITION:   

 
Angler's Bay 
Acquisition  $1,500,000  $1,500,000

62 
Appraisal/Acquisitio
n Costs  $1,629,742  $1,629,742

 
REAP Property 
Taxes  $350,000  $350,000

  ACQUISITION TOTAL $3,479,742  $3,479,742
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LAND 
DEVELOPMENT:   

63 AA Call Replacement water lines $40,000  $40,000
64 Backbone  CCC Hatchery wall $150,000  $150,000
65 Clear Lake Sewer Line replacement  $100,000 $27,000 $127,000

66 Division                      
Onawa Missouri River 
Storage/Shop $80,000  $80,000

67 Dolliver Camp electric upgrade - 20 sites $60,000  $60,000
68 Elk Rock Waterline to Bridges Area $30,000  $30,000

 Statewide Construction Services $111,036  $111,036

69 Union Grove 
2,000 gallon septic tank 
replacement $20,000  $20,000

  DEVELOPMENT TOTAL $591,036 $27,000 $618,036
    
 PROTECTED WATER AREAS:  

70 Statewide Land Acquisition $198,717  $198,717
 Statewide Project Management Transfer $50,000  $50,000

  
PROTECTED WATER AREA 
TOTAL $248,717  $248,717

    

 

          
PUBLIC/PRIVATE 

COST SHARE:   
 Statewide Projects $446,194  $446,194
  PUBLIC/PRIVATE TOTAL $446,194  $446,194
 TOTAL   $4,765,689 $27,000 $4,792,689

      
REAP Land Management 

FY 2008 
      
  Area Description REAP Fed/Other Total 

71 FEMA  Matching funds $50,000 $50,000 $100,000
72 Fisheries Projects $200,000 $185,250 $385,250
73 Forestry Minor projects $100,000  $100,000
74 Parks Statewide  Minor projects $420,000  $420,000
75 Statewide Parks local matching funds $30,000 $50,000 $80,000

 Statewide Trails program $150,000  $150,000
76 Statewide Parks parking lots $100,000  $100,000

 Statewide Construction service fee $229,579  $229,579
77 Wildlife Projects $200,000  $200,000
 TOTAL  $1,479,579 $285,250 $1,764,829
      

REAP Non-Game Programs 
FY 2008 

      
  Area Description REAP Fed/Other Total 

78 Statewide Lands Projects $1,485,000  $1,485,000
79 Statewide Special Projects $50,000  $50,000

 Statewide Match For Federal Funds Transfer $400,000  $400,000
 TOTAL  $1,935,000  $1,935,000
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Special Appropriations 

FY 2008 
      

  Area Description 

Special 
appropriation

s Fed/Other Total  
80 Carter Lake  $500,000  $500,000
81 Destination Park Infrastructure funds $2,643,812  $2,643,812
82 Destination Park Bonds $20,245,658  $20,245,658
83 Fort Atkinson Preserve improvements $215,413  $215,413
84 Iowa Values Fund   Honey Creek (05 & 07) $1,000,000  $1,000,000

85 Iowa Values Fund  
Geode State Park Improvements 
(05 & 07) $350,806 $25,000 $375,806

86 Lake Cornelia Trail development $179,461  $179,461
87 Lake Delhi  $100,000  $100,000
88 Mines of Spain  EB Lyons Education Center $100,000  $100,000

89 
Volga River State 
Park Campground $750,000  $750,000

90 
Waubonsie State 
Park  WaShawtee $294,660  $294,660

 TOTAL  ######### $25,000 $26,404,810
      

State Parks Health and Safety 
FY 2008 

      

  Area Description 

Special 
Appropriation

s Fed/Other Total 
91 AA Call Historic Cabin $40,000  $40,000
92 Bellevue  Water system $150,000  $150,000
93 Brushy Creek Family cabin utilities $80,000  $80,000
94 Dolliver Trail terrace $10,000  $10,000
95 Geode Water and sewer $750,000  $750,000
96 Keomah Park Office bldg replacement  $300,000  $300,000
97 Lake Darling Beach pedestrian system $50,000  $50,000
98 Lake Darling Beach complex restroom $50,000  $50,000

99 Lewis and Clark 
Campground electric upgrade - 81 
& water treatment 

$136,000 $136,000 
$272,000

100 McIntosh  Portals $45,000  $45,000
101 Okamanpeden  Water System $35,000  $35,000
102 Palisades Kepler CCC Gazebo $45,000  $45,000
103 Springbrook  Cabin replacements - 5 $137,000 $137,500 $274,500

 Statewide Construction Services $391,069  $391,069
104 Statewide Matching funds $30,000  $30,000

 Statewide Environmental audit compliance $22,000  $22,000

105 Walnut Woods 
Campground electrical upgrade 20 
full HP $70,000 $5,000 $75,000

106 Waubonsie 
Shower bldg replacement & 2 
septic tanks $150,000 $150,000 $300,000
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 TOTAL  $2,491,069 $428,500 $2,919,569
      

Sewage Works Revolving Fund 
FY 2008 

      
  Area Description State Fed/Other Total 

107 Project Big Creek $75,000  $75,000 
 TOTAL  $75,000  $75,000 

 
Linda Hanson reviewed the summary of funding sources for the proposed spending for the next 
fiscal year.  She noted that over $24 million of the Capitals Plan is attributable to the Honey Creek 
Resort State Park project.  Hanson also noted that there are fewer projects listed because of the 
decrease in funding of the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund, which are a result of salary increases, 
increases in gasoline and other costs of operations.  She said that there also has been no increase in 
fees from hunting and fishing licenses for the funding pool, resulting in the Trust Fund becoming 
depleted more quickly.   
 
Ken Herring remarked that this decreased funding is the reason another funding mechanism such 
as sustainable funding is needed.  He explained that the old model of raising license fees does not 
necessarily equate to more revenues because of a declining numbers of anglers, hunters and 
trappers in this state that fund the Trust Fund.  Herring related that the legislature will be asked for 
an increase in some fees this coming year.  
 
Commissioner Garst noted that one of the department’s priorities is upgrading its own water 
quality in parks and asked for an overview on the progress of getting parks sewered.   
 
Ken Herring reviewed that an environmental audit was conducted and multiple needs for water 
and wastewater treatment were found.  He noted that one of the funding streams in the Capitals is 
the Sewage Works Revolving Fund which is a reflection that the department has borrowed money 
from the State Revolving Loan Fund.  Herring said that even though we want to do more, that 
account is maxed out so more money cannot be borrowed.  He reviewed some projects in the 
Parks Health and Safety that have progressed from the last funding stream.   
 
Director Leopold mentioned that the figure from the environmental audit may have included 
considering the current accepted technologies within our state, which are mechanical systems.  He 
said DNR is improving five or six systems that are being used to the model of other states.  He 
added that when that happens the price tag will go up because of the ecological alternative 
treatment methods.   
 
Other funding categories were talked about.  Commissioner Drees commented that unless there is 
significant work done in the watersheds, dredging projects should not be attempted.  He 
questioned how the department prioritizes dredging projects. 
 
Ken Herring reviewed that the department has a process where a lake diagnostic feasibility study 
takes place before a lake is placed on a priority list to be dredged.  He said if the watershed work 
has not been done, that project is eliminated as a priority in most cases.  Director Leopold added 
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that last year the legislature allotted extra $8.6 million for lake dredging.  He said there is a 
prioritization list of state owned lakes and they consider not only the technical aspects but also the 
bang for the water quality list.    
 
Commissioner Garst related that over the last year there has been talk about the demise of oak in 
Iowa and noted the grazing and cattle line item.  She asked if there are any other budget items for 
timber stand improvement.   
 
Ken Herring responded that the $100,000 line item is the partnership that Gary Beyer talked about 
at the May meeting on stepping up the management, including timber stand improvement, planting 
trees, doing some harvest in preparation for improving the forest resource on state lands, etc.  
Herring went on to explain that nearly $500,000 was received from the legislature with some of 
that money earmarked for improvement work and enhancement of the resources on our park areas 
and specifically targets stepping up management on our forest resources and prairie resources on 
our parks.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Drees to approve the FY 2008 Capital Plan.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Francisco.    
 
Commissioner Bird commented that with all the discussion about projects and money and with 
talk about possibly having to ask for increases in fees, that it is important for us to support 
sustainable funding.  He said all user groups must be approached and we must talk to all 
legislators about the importance of supporting sustainable funding.  Bird added that it is critical 
and crucial for us to continue to do the work that the people want us to do.   
 
Commissioner Garst related that the more we can articulate what our goal is and how we are doing 
against our goals, the more buy-in we can get from the public.  Ken Herring offered that the 
Director’s environmental indicators are a good start toward measuring against goals.  He said that 
in a meeting with the legislative council, a presentation was made to them about having a 
document that shows people what they get if they provide us with some additional funding.   
 
Motion to approve the FY 2008 Capital Plan carried by unanimous vote of those present.    

CAPITAL PLAN APPROVED 
 
Linda Hanson asked commissioners to bring the Capital Plan back to each meeting for discussion.   
 

NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION—CHAPTER 7, RULES OF PRACTICE IN CONTESTED 
CASES 
Linda Hanson, Administrator, Management Services Division, presented the following item. 
 
The Commission is asked to approve the attached draft Notice of Intended Action to rescind 571 
Iowa Administrative Code (IAC) Chapter 7, “Rules of Practice in Contested Cases”, and to adopt 
by reference a new version of chapter 7.  The new version of chapter 7 has been adopted at 561 
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IAC chapter 7 (the Director’s rules).  These rules would make the Department’s rules and the 
Commission’s procedural rules for contested cases the same.    
 
On September 27, 2006, a Notice of Intended Action was published in the Iowa Administrative 
Bulletin to rescind the Department’s rules, 561 IAC Chapter 7, and to adopt a new version of 
chapter 7.  The new version of 561 IAC Chapter 7 addresses procedural issues that have arisen in 
the past on a recurring basis.  It also clarifies the procedural practices of the Department.   
 
No comments were received regarding the Director’s Notice of Intended Action.  In addition to the 
Department’s legal staff, the new version of chapter 7 was reviewed by an administrative law 
judge from the Department of Inspections and Appeals, and by group of volunteer attorneys who 
are members of the Iowa State Bar Association.   
 
An Adopted and Filed Notice for 561 IAC Chapter 7 was published in the Iowa Administrative 
Bulletin on January 31, 2007, and the new version of 561 IAC chapter 7 became effective on 
March 7, 2007.   
 

NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION [571] 
Notice of Intended Action 

Twenty–five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 25 or 
more persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 
17A.4(1)“b.” 
 
Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee may, on its 
own motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed action under 
section 17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested persons may be 
heard. 
 
Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code sections 17A.3 and 455A.5, the Natural Resource 
Commission of the Department of Natural Resources hereby gives Notice of Intended Action to 
rescind 571 Iowa Administrative Code (IAC) chapter 7, “Rules of Practice in Contested Cases”, 
and to adopt a new chapter 7 with the same title.  The new version of chapter 7 has been adopted 
at 561 IAC chapter 7 (the Director’s rules).  
 
This proposed rulemaking adopts by reference the new version of 561 chapter 7 that became 
effective March 7, 2007.  On September 27, 2006, a Notice of Intended Action was published in 
the Iowa Administrative Bulletin, as ARC #5385B, to rescind 561 IAC chapter 7 and to adopt a 
new version of chapter 7.  No comments were received, and the Adopted and Final Notice was 
published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on January 31, 2007, as ARC 5693B. 
The new version of 561 IAC chapter 7 addresses procedural issues that have arisen in the past on a 
recurring basis.  It also clarifies the procedural practices of the department.  The new version of 
chapter 7 was reviewed by an administrative law judge from the Department of Inspections and 
Appeals, and by group of volunteer attorneys who are members of the Iowa State Bar Association.   
 
 Any interested persons may make written suggestions or comments regarding the proposed 
rule on or before (date). Written comments should be directed to Anne Preziosi, Department of 
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Natural Resources, Air Quality Bureau, 7900 Hickman, Urbandale, Iowa 50322; telephone 
(515)281–6243; fax (515)242–5094. Requests for a public hearing regarding this rule making 
must be submitted in writing to the above address by that date. These rules are intended to 
implement Iowa Code section 455A.5. 
The following amendments are proposed. 
 

CHAPTER 7 
RULES OF PRACTICE IN CONTESTED CASES 

[Prior to 9/7/88, see Water, Air and Waste Management[900] Ch 7] 
IAC 9/7/88, 8/11/99 
571—7.1(17A) Adoption by reference. The commission adopts by reference 561—Chapter 7, 
Iowa Administrative Code. 
These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 17A.3 and 17A.12 to 17A.18. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Francisco to rescind 571 Iowa Administrative Code (IAC) 
Chapter 7, “Rules of Practice in Contested Cases”, and to adopt by reference a new version of 
Chapter 7.   Seconded by Commissioner Moore.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of those 
present.   

CHAPTER 7 RULE APPROVED 
 
 

PROCEDURE FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT NRC MEETINGS 
Natural Resource Commission 
Public Participation Procedure 

All interested citizens are encouraged to attend Natural Resource Commission meetings and offer 
public input at the designated time.  Additional opportunities for public input are provided through 
rulemaking and public comment periods. 
 
It is the intent of the Commission to provide adequate opportunity for citizens to offer public 
comment at its meetings while balancing the constraints of time and conducting official business.  
As a result, the Natural Resource Commission has adopted the following procedure to implement 
571 Iowa Administrative Code 1.5(2)(c), which governs meeting decorum by providing the 
Chairperson with the authority to facilitate public participation as necessary.   
 

1. Speakers must fill out a form, giving their name and address, in order to speak.  Citizens 
are encouraged to participate in the rulemaking process.   

 
2. Speakers may speak at the scheduled public participation time or may request to speak 

when a particular item is being discussed.  The Chairperson will call upon the person(s) to 
speak. 
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3. Speakers shall speak from the podium (if physically able), state their name and address, 
and shall speak to the subjects listed on the agenda or an issue related to the duties and 
responsibilities of the Commission. 

 
4. Each speaker may have up to five minutes to speak.  Speakers are to be constructive and 

concise.  Public disturbances, outbursts, personal attacks, threats, or other disorderly 
conduct will not be tolerated. 

 
5. The Chairperson reserves the right to establish limits to public input on any agenda item. 

(i.e. if multiple persons request to speak on one particular agenda item, the Chairperson has 
the discretion to adjust the allotted time and the number of speakers). 

 
6. Speakers are asked to provide written materials in advance of the Natural Resource 

Commission meeting, preferably one week in advance.  Materials presented at the time of 
the meeting, become part of the public record for that meeting.   

 
NOTE:  The above procedure is corrected as approved by the Commission. 

Linda Hanson noted that suggestion was made at the last meeting of the need for a written 
procedure for public participation at commission meetings.  She reviewed that one important 
factor that needs to be highlighted is that natural resource commission meetings is not the only 
opportunity that the public has for public participation.  Hanson related that the appropriate place 
for comments regarding rulemaking is during the scheduled public comment period which 
generally can be either in person, orally or by written material.   

Motion was made by Commissioner Kramer to approve the Public Participation Procedure.  
Seconded by Commissioner Francisco.   
 
Discussion continued regarding giving the Chair authority to place limits to public input at the 
meeting.  The consensus was to change the wording in the second sentence of number 5 to “(i.e. if 
multiple persons request to speak on one particular agenda item, the Chairperson has the authority 
to adjust the allotted time and the number of speakers).”  Commissioner Francisco commented that 
number 6 should be changed to “preferably one week in advance” because two days does not 
allow time for receipt of materials, let alone reading the materials before leaving for a meeting.  
Other opportunity the public has to provide input to the department’s rules was noted.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Francisco to amend the Public Participation Procedure by 
adding that “citizens are encouraged to participate in the rulemaking process” to number 1; 
change the number “twenty” to “multiple” in number 5; and change “preferably two days in 
advance” to “preferably one week in advance” in number 6 and change the last sentence in 
number 6 to read “Materials presented at the time of the meeting become part of the public record 
for that meeting.”  Seconded by Commissioner Kramer.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of 
those present.     

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCEDURE APPROVED 
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CONSERVATION AND RECREATION DONATIONS 
Ken Herring, Administrator, Conservation and Recreation Division, presented the following item.  
 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve the following donations: 
 
Donation to: Amount Donation 

Provided by 
(Name/Org): 

Description 

DNR Law Enforcement 
Bureau 

$250.00 Bob Link, 
Trueflight 
Manufacturing 
Co, Inc. 

500 5" fletchings for arrows 
used in archery and hunter 
education programs. 

DNR Law Enforcement 
Bureau 

$750.00 Barbara Klawiter, 
The REACT 
Center 

Two used Dell computers to be 
used for the Hunter Education 
program. 

Fish and Game Trust 
Fund 

$100.00 Carolyn Taphorn Memorial for Fish and Game 
Trust Fund. 

South Bluff Nature 
Center 

$365.00 Roger and Shirley 
Scholtes 

Donation of replica Native 
American artifacts for South 
Bluff Nature Center. 

Sustainable Funding $1,000.00 Ryan Heiniger, 
Ducks Unlimited 

Support toward the cost of the 
Sustainable Funding public 
survey. 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Bird to approve the Conservation and Recreation donations 
with appropriate thanks.  Seconded by Commissioner Moore.  Motion carried by unanimous vote 
of those present.   

DONATIONS APPROVED 
 

PUBLIC OWNED LAKES PROGRAM – WATERSHED ELIGIBIITY 
Ken Herring, Administrator, Conservation and Recreation Division, presented the following item. 
 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve the eligible publicly owned lakes list 
established by the Department in accordance with 571 Iowa Administrative Code chapter 31.  The 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship’s Division of Soil Conservation manages 
the Public Owned Lakes Program, which makes funds available to private landowners to install 
approved permanent soil conservation practices in the watersheds above the identified publicly 
owned lakes.  The Department is responsible to recommend to the Commission for designation 
those publicly owned lakes and watersheds for both natural lakes and constructed lakes utilizing 
criteria established in administrative rule and taking into account outside funding opportunities.   
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Funds for the Program come from appropriations to the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship and grants are available to private landowners mentioned above to fund 75% of total 
project costs.  Funding for fiscal year 2008 is $350,000. 
 
In accordance with the rules, the Department makes the following recommendations for watershed 
eligibility in fiscal year 2008 to the Commission: 
 
Constructed Lakes 
The following constructed lake watersheds are recommended in accordance with the ranking 
criteria provided in administrative rule: 

◦ Lake Geode, Des Moines and Henry Counties 
◦ Williamson Pond, Lucas County 
◦ Hawthorn Lake, Mahaska County 
◦ Roberts Creek Lake, Marion County 

 
The following constructed lake watersheds are recommended based on federal funding 
involvement, as identified: 

◦ Lost Grove Lake, Scott County (a new lake planned for construction in fiscal year 2008 
and the subject of an EPA Section 319 watershed project that utilizes soil erosion 
practice funding) 

◦ Three Mile Lake, Union County (recently constructed, recommended to preserve its 
quality) 

◦ Lake of Three Fires, Taylor County (subject of a comprehensive lake, watershed and 
park improvement project, funded from a variety of state and federal sources and the 
subject of an EPA Section 319 watershed project that utilizes soil erosion practice 
funding) 

◦ Lake Icaria, Adams County (eligibility requested by the local Soil and Water 
Conservation District and significant local participation and support) 

◦ Rock Creek Lake, Jasper County (subject of a comprehensive lake, watershed and park 
improvement project, funded from state sources and the subject of an EPA Section 319 
watershed project that utilizes soil erosion practice funding) 

◦ Lake Darling, Washington, Jefferson and Keokuk Counties (subject of an EPA Section 
319 watershed project that utilizes soil erosion practice funding) 

◦ Lake Macbride, Johnson County (subject of an EPA Section 319 watershed project that 
utilizes soil erosion practice funding) 

◦ Viking Lake, Montgomery County (subject of an EPA Section 319 watershed project 
that utilizes soil erosion practice funding) 

◦ Brushy Creek Lake, Webster County (subject of an EPA Section 319 watershed project 
that utilizes soil erosion practice funding) 

◦ Badger Creek Lake, Madison County (subject of an EPA Section 319 watershed 
project that utilizes soil erosion practice funding) 

 
Lost Grove Lake watershed is recommended prior to lake construction because the staff believes 
its participation in the program will provide a unique opportunity to maximize water quality in the 
lake and protect the significant investment that soon will be made in the lake. 
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Natural Lakes 
The interconnected Iowa Great Lakes system, to be considered a single watershed for funding, is 
recommended in accordance with the ranking criteria provided in administrative rule for natural 
lakes, and includes the following: 

◦ West Okoboji Lake 
◦ Center Lake 
◦ Big Spirit Lake 
◦ Little Spirit Lake 
◦ East Okoboji Lake 
◦ Upper Gar Lake  
◦ Minnewashta Lake 
◦ Lower Gar Lake 

 
The following natural lake watersheds are recommended based on federal funding involvement, as 
identified: 

◦ Storm Lake, Buena Vista County (subject of a state and local funded lake and 
watershed restoration project and an EPA Section 319 watershed project that utilizes 
soil erosion practice funding). 

◦ Crystal Lake, Hancock County (subject of a state funded lake and watershed 
restoration project and an EPA Section 319 watershed project that utilizes soil erosion 
practice funding). 

◦ Clear Lake, Cerro Gordo County (subject of a comprehensive lake, watershed and park 
improvement project, funded from a variety of state and federal sources and the subject 
of an EPA Section 319 watershed project that utilizes soil erosion practice funding). 

 
This FY2008 recommended list is the same as the list approved by the Commission for FY2007.  
Public Owned Lakes Program funds may be combined with EPA funds to effectively triple the 
value of program funds.   
 
These recommendations have been sent to all Soil and Water Conservation Districts for 
informational purposes.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Bird to approve the FY2008 recommended eligible publicly 
owned lakes list established by the Department in accordance with 571 Iowa Administrative Code 
Chapter 31.  Seconded by Commissioner Drees.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of those 
present.   

LAKES LIST APPROVED 
 
 

AGREEMENT WITH CITY OF STORM LAKE 
Ken Herring, Administrator, Conservation and Recreation Division, presented the following item.   
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Approval is requested for the Department of Natural Resources Department to enter into an 
agreement with the City of Storm Lake.  The purpose is to continue lake dredging operations at 
Storm Lake (Buena Vista County).  This project is being funded through the State of Iowa’s Lake 
Water Quality Improvement Program, and current FY08 legislation allocated $1,000,000 for lake 
restoration at Storm Lake.  This project is listed in the DNR’s FY 2008 Capital Projects and 
Program Plan.  Local funding is also being raised and contributing to this project.  The City of 
Storm Lake is requesting  $1,000,000 for FY 08 operations.  Funding will be provided to the City 
of Storm Lake in accord with the criteria listed in section 456A.33B. 
 
The City of Storm Lake is following a dredging plan that will require an additional five to seven 
years to complete.  During the past five fiscal years, the Department has contributed a total of 
$1.75 million dollars to this dredging operation.    
 
We recommend that the Department enter into an agreement with the City of Storm Lake for this 
lake restoration project. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Drees to enter into an agreement with the City of Storm Lake 
to continue lake dredging operations at Storm Lake.  Seconded by Commissioner Bird.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

AGREEMENT APPROVED 
 
 

BRASS BLUEGILL AWARD 
Ken Herring, Administrator, Conservation and Recreation Division, presented the following item. 
 
Every year since 1997, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources Aquatic Education Program 
and Pure Fishing co-sponsor the Brass Bluegill Award.  This award honors an individual for their 
efforts in helping our citizens become skilled anglers and advocates of fish and fishing. This year 
we are recognizing Dianne Modlin, a physical education and health teacher at Ballard-Huxley 
School. 

Dianne was first trained in Fish Iowa! in 1996. She helped pilot Hooked on Fishing, Not on 
Drugs! materials in Iowa during the 1996-97 school year. Since then, she has provided a fishing 
unit each spring for seventh and eighth-grade students at Ballard-Huxley.  Her programs have 
reached more than 2,100 youth so far. Dianne spreads her enthusiasm to more than 30 teachers, 
naturalists, and youth leaders since 2004 by serving as a trainer for Fish Iowa!.  Ballard-Huxley 
also helped pilot the Fish Iowa Games casting contest for schools in the spring of 2006, and Diane 
helped promote the contest, sponsored by the Iowa Sports Foundation (d.b.a. Iowa Games) and the 
Fish Iowa! program, to other physical education instructors at their Nebraska/Iowa bi-state 
conference in November.  This event has been expanded statewide this spring with over 50 
schools involving more than 8,000 kids.   
 
Ken Herring introduced Barb Gigar, Aquatic Education Coordinator, to present the Brass Bluegill 
Award for 2007.  Ms. Gigar briefly reviewed the Aquatic Education Program and the Fish Iowa! 
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Program.  She introduced Dianne Modlin, a teacher at the Ballard-Huxley School as the 2007 
recipient of the Brass Bluegill Award.  Ms. Modlin was presented a plaque for her outstanding 
service and accomplishments in angling education and was presented with 24 rods and reels for 
use in her fishing programs.   

INFORMATION ITEM 
 

DEER MANAGEMENT ZONE HUNTS FOR 2007 
Ken Herring Administrator, Conservation and Recreation Division, presented the following item. 
 
A list of special hunts to be held in Deer Population Management Zones in 2007 is attached.  The 
commission is requested to approve the list as required in 571 Iowa Administrative Code chapter 
105.  The list includes open hunting zones, season dates, legal weapons, license types and quotas, 
and other information required in chapter 105. 
 
 

2007-2008 DEER MANAGEMENT ZONE HUNT PARAMETERS 

 Zone Name Season Name Season Begin Dates End 
License 
Quota 

Any 
Deer 

     
Amana Colonies Zone Youth  9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
Amana Colonies Zone Disabled 9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
Amana Colonies Zone Bow 10/1/2007 1/10/2008    
Amana Colonies Zone Early Muzzle 10/13/2007 10/21/2007    
Amana Colonies Zone Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/5/2007 1000  
Amana Colonies Zone Reg Gun 2 12/8/2007 12/16/2007    
Amana Colonies Zone Late Muzzle 12/17/2007 1/10/2008    
Amana Colonies Zone January 1/11/2008 1/20/2008    
Amana Colonies Zone November 11/23/2007 11/25/2007     
Ames (City) Bow 9/15/2007*** 1/20/2008 100   
Ames (Perimeter) Youth  9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
Ames (Perimeter) Disabled 9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
Ames (Perimeter) Bow 10/1/2007 1/10/2008    
Ames (Perimeter) Early Muzzle 10/13/2007 10/21/2007    
Ames (Perimeter) Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/5/2007 100  
Ames (Perimeter) Reg Gun 2 12/8/2007 12/16/2007    
Ames (Perimeter) Late Muzzle 12/17/2007 1/10/2008    
Ames (Perimeter) January 1/11/2008 1/20/2008    
Ames (Perimeter) November 11/23/2007 11/25/2007     
Backbone State Park Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/2/2007 200   
Bellevue State Park Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 100  
Bettendorf & Riverdale (City) Bow 9/15/2007 1/20/2008 300   
Cedar Rapids (City) Bow 9/15/2007 1/20/2008 700 35 
Clinton (City) Bow 9/15/2007 1/20/2008 300 4 
Coralville (City) Bow 9/15/2007 1/20/2008 400 20 
Council Bluffs (City) Bow 9/15/2007*** 1/20/2008 100   
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Davenport (City) Bow 9/15/2007 1/20/2008 400 3 
Denison (City) Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 50   
DeSoto NWR Early Muzzle 10/20/2007 10/21/2007 120  
DeSoto NWR Early Muzzle 10/27/2007 10/28/2007 120  
DeSoto NWR Late Muzzle 1/5/2008 1/6/2008 100   
Dubuque (City) Bow 9/15/2007 1/20/2008 400 20 
Dubuque County Youth  9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
Dubuque County Disabled 9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
Dubuque County Bow 10/1/2007 1/10/2008    
Dubuque County Early Muzzle 10/13/2007 10/21/2007    
Dubuque County Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/5/2007 700  
Dubuque County Reg Gun 2 12/8/2007 12/16/2007    
Dubuque County Late Muzzle 12/17/2007 1/10/2008    
Dubuque County January 1/11/2008 1/20/2008    
Dubuque County November 11/23/2007 11/25/2007    
Elk Rock State Park Bow 10/1/2007 11/30/2007 75 1 
Four H Youth Season 11/10/2007 11/11/2007 20   
Geode State Park Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 200  
Green Valley State Park Early Muzzle 11/17/2007 11/18/2007 50   
IAAP     Youth  9/15/2007 9/30/2007     
IAAP Disabled 9/15/2007 9/30/2007     
IAAP Bow 10/1/2007 1/10/2008     
IAAP Early Muzzle 10/13/2007 10/21/2007     
IAAP Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/5/2007 950  
IAAP Reg Gun 2 12/8/2007 12/16/2007     
IAAP Late Muzzle 12/17/2007 1/10/2008     
IAAP January 1/11/2008 1/20/2008     
IAAP November 11/23/2007 11/25/2007     
IAAP Early Muzzle 10/13/2007 10/21/2007 50   
IAAP Perimeter Hunt Youth  9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
IAAP Perimeter Hunt Disabled 9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
IAAP Perimeter Hunt Bow 10/1/2007 1/10/2008    
IAAP Perimeter Hunt Early Muzzle 10/13/2007 10/21/2007    
IAAP Perimeter Hunt Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/5/2007 400  
IAAP Perimeter Hunt Reg Gun 2 12/8/2007 12/16/2007    
IAAP Perimeter Hunt Late Muzzle 12/17/2007 1/10/2008    
IAAP Perimeter Hunt January 1/11/2008 1/20/2008    
IAAP Perimeter Hunt November 11/23/2007 11/25/2007     
Iowa Falls (City) Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 50  
            
Jefferson County Park Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 100  
Johnson County Youth  9/15/2007 9/30/2007     
Johnson County Disabled 9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
Johnson County Bow 10/1/2007 1/10/2008    
Johnson County Early Muzzle 10/13/2007 10/21/2007 1000  
Johnson County Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/5/2007    
Johnson County Reg Gun 2 12/8/2007 12/16/2007    
Johnson County Late Muzzle 12/17/2007 1/10/2008    
Johnson County January 1/11/2008 1/20/2008    
Johnson County November 11/23/2007 11/25/2007     
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Jones County Central Park Bow 10/20/2007 1/20/2008 100   
Kent Park Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 100 3 
Kent Park Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/2/2007 60   
Lacey-Keosauqua State Park Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 150  
Lake Aquahbi State Park Late Muzzle 1/5/2008 1/6/2008 50   
Lake Darling State Park Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/2/2007 150   
Lake Keomah State Park Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 50 1 
Lake Macbride State Park Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 150 4 
Lake Manawa State Park Bow 10/1/2007 1/10/2008 35 1 
Lake of Three Fires State 
Park Firearms 1/5/2008 1/6/2008 45   
Lake Panorama Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 130 3 
Lake Panorama Early Muzzle 10/13/2007 10/21/2007 25  
Lake Panorama Late Muzzle 12/17/2007 1/10/2008 75   
Lake Wapello State Park January 1/12/2008 1/13/2008 200  
Ledges State Park Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/2/2007 30   
Linn County Youth  9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
Linn County Disabled 9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
Linn County Bow 10/1/2007 1/10/2008    
Linn County Early Muzzle 10/13/2007 10/21/2007    
Linn County Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/5/2007 1000  
Linn County Reg Gun 2 12/8/2007 12/16/2007    
Linn County Late Muzzle 12/17/2007 1/10/2008    
Linn County January 1/11/2008 1/20/2008    
Linn County November 11/23/2007 11/25/2007     
Maquoketa Caves State Park Bow 10/1/2007 12/16/2007 25  
Maquoketa Caves State Park Early Muzzle 11/10/2007 11/18/2007 25   
Muscatine (City) Bow 9/15/2007 1/20/2008 200 5 
Ottumwa (City) Bow 9/15/2007 1/20/2008 300 18 
Palisades Kepler State Park Bow 10/1/2007 1/10/2008 100 1 
Pikes Peak State 
Park/McGregor Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 200 4 
            
Pine Lake State Park Bow 10/1/2007 11/30/2007 50 1 
Polk-Dallas Archery-only 
Zone Bow 9/15/2007* 1/20/2008     
Licenses valid within 
POLK/DALLAS urban deer 
management zone in urban 
areas, Polk CCB properties 
and certain Saylorville 
Federal lands.  Local 
ordinances or rules apply.    

1000 50 

Polk-Dallas Rural Zone Youth  9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
Licenses valid within Disabled 9/15/2007 9/30/2007    
POLK/DALLAS deer Bow 10/1/2007 1/10/2008    
management zone, outside Early Muzzle 10/13/2007 10/21/2007    
controlled/permit-only areas. Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/5/2007 400  
 Reg Gun 2 12/8/2007 12/16/2007    
 Late Muzzle 12/17/2007 1/10/2008    
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 January 1/11/2008 1/20/2008    
  November 11/23/2007 11/25/2007     
Rock Creek State Park Bow 10/16/2007 12/31/2007 50   
Rock Creek State Park Youth Hunt 11/10/2007 11/11/2007 25   
Scott County Park Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/3/2007 100   
Smith Wildlife Area Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/5/2007 3  
Smith Wildlife Area Reg Gun 2 12/8/2007 12/16/2007 3  
Smith Wildlife Area Late Muzzle 12/17/2007 1/10/2008 3  
Springbrook State Park Youth Hunt 11/17/2007 11/18/2007 30  
Springbrook State Park Late Muzzle 1/5/2008 1/6/2008 75   
Squaw Creek Park Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 150 4 
            
Viking Lake State Park Firearms 11/17/2007 11/18/2007 50   
Wapsi Environmental Center Reg Gun 1 12/1/2007 12/5/2007 30   
Waterloo & Cedar Falls 
(City) Bow 10/8/2007 1/10/2008 290 16 
Washatee Bow 10/1/2007 1/10/2008 50 3 
Washatee Late Muzzle 12/17/2007 1/10/2008 50   
Wildcat Den State Park Bow 10/1/2007 1/20/2008 100   

 
Ken Herring reviewed that the deer management zone hunts item reflects continuing efforts of the 
department to address deer population issues in areas that are populated by people.  He said it also 
reflects a growing number of these types of urban city park hunts that are held very successfully.  
Herring said he has received no comments from the public with safety concerns on the hunts that 
have taken place.  He related that the hunts are a lot of work and effort from individuals within the 
communities that work with the members of the public and their task force to make the hunts 
happen.  The involvement of stakeholders in every community or park is necessary in order for the 
process to be successful.  Mr. Herring noted that approval of the list will allow the department to 
move forward with the special hunts in those cities and counties that have requested that they take 
place.   
 
Willie Suchy, deer expert and wildlife research supervisor, was introduced.   
 

Pam Mackey Taylor  
Pam Mackey Taylor, representing the Sierra Club, presented the following statement regarding 
urban deer hunts. 
 
“Every year at the June meeting, the Natural Resources Commission approves a list of urban deer hunts.  
These hunts are published by the DNR in the early fall. 

In order for an urban deer hunt to proceed, the city must also approve the hunt. 

For the third year in a row, the city of Cedar Rapids has been authorized for a hunt before the city itself 
approves it. 

Last year the city of Ames urban deer hunt became a fiasco, as the city approved a hunt, the public outcry 
caused the city to discontinue the hunt, the only hunter who was certified to hunt was grandfathered in and 
allowed to hunt, the city then voted to significantly reduce the urban areas where the hunt would occur.  All 
of this happened months after the June NRC meeting, and even after the hunting season began.   
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We believe that the cities should approve their hunt before the NRC approves it.” 

Laurie Crawford Stone 
Laurie Crawford Stone, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, spoke in opposition to a bow hunt in Cedar Rapids.  
She said a bow hunt has not been approved by the Cedar Rapids City Council and should not be 
approved by the Natural Resource Commission.  She added that the 2005-2006 bow hunt was 
approved months after the NRC approval and only three weeks before commencement of each 
hunt.  Ms. Crawford reported inconsistencies and questionable procedures with the Cedar Rapids 
Deer Task Force and City Council in previous years with regard to approving their bow hunts.  
She said the hunts are conducted in secrecy and noted safety concerns for the citizens 
 
Ms. Crawford reported that she has made comments to DNR about the hunts and incidents have 
not been investigated and witnesses have not been contacted.  She talked about wounded deer and 
said the buck incentive should be discontinued to prevent fawn killing and risky shots taken.  Ms. 
Crawford said the Cedar Rapids Deer Task Force promise regarding safety rules has not been kept 
and because there has been no deer task force process with no final reports made and no Council 
approval, along with many unfulfilled promises and too few safety measures taken, she asked that 
a hunt in Cedar Rapids not be approved.  If approved she asked that the hunt be delayed until 
October 1 to allow for more time to ensure safety in their neighborhood and to allow property 
owners more time to enjoy their garden and yards.   
 

Jackie Baumhauer 
Jackie Baumhauer, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, spoke regarding the Cedar Rapids bow hunt.  She said the 
Cedar Rapids bow hunt should not be approved since the previous bow hunt has not achieved the 
goals for which it was promoted.  She said that over the past two years the deer herd has increased 
by almost 700 deer and deer car collisions has also increased.  She cited incidents of safety 
concerns, of trespassing, illegal hunting procedures as well as wounded deer and fawns found in 
the neighborhood from the previous special hunt.   Ms. Baumhauer said that the City Council, 
along with the Cedar Rapids Gazette has received letters of opposition to a bow hunt and some 
deer task force members have spoken against the hunt.  She said Cedar Rapids leaders have not 
responded to safety concerns nor have they followed through with a plan or promised study.  
Baumhauer added that this is the third year for the NRC to vote on the bow hunts in Cedar Rapids 
for which the Cedar Rapids City Council did not approve and where the public was never given a 
chance to comment.  She asked the NRC to not approve the bow hunt in Cedar Rapids until safety 
measures have been addressed and a sound management plan put in place with appropriate 
oversight by a deer task force.   
 

Inara Powers 
Inara Powers, Cedar Rapids, Iowa made the following statement regarding the Cedar Rapids bow 
hunt.   
 
“Last year I addressed the NRC about its vote to approve a bow hunt for Cedar Rapids before the city 
council had voted to request an authorization.  Dale Garner said that he had talked to our mayor just weeks 
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before and that she had assured him that a hunt would take place and that I should take up the issue with 
her and our council. 

I followed Mr. Garner’s suggestion.  Some of the council members were visibly surprised and one 
informed me afterwards that he didn’t believe that the mayor would promise a hunt when the council had 
not addressed the issue.  When I asked the mayor specifically about her promise, she emphatically denied 
knowing what I was talking about.  It is difficult to tell who is telling the truth.  Obviously someone is not. 

At last night’s council meeting I asked the council if anyone knows how the request for a hunt is once more 
on the NRC agenda before the issue has been addressed by council.  No one knew.  Even the city manager 
didn’t know.  He will be looking into the matter. 

How did a request for a hunt get on the NRC’s agenda without the city’s leaders knowledge or approval?  If 
the NRC would follow its own rules, it could prevent such fiascos now and in the future.  A special hunt for 
any city should not be approved until the council of that city has brought the issue to the public and voted 
to approve a request for a hunt.   

The Cedar Rapids deer issue has been fraught with dishonesty and deception.  It does not have a deer 
management program – only a hunt.  Nothing has been done to educate citizens on plant choice or 
protection.  No deer-vehicle safety education or tools have been implemented.  Cedar Rapids has the 
poorest record of any city in Iowa to authentically help its citizens deal with its deer population.   

I appeal to you to vote against allowing a hunt for Cedar Rapids until the issue is resolved publicly by the 
entire city council otherwise you are compromising your won positions by becoming part of Cedar Rapids 
covert operation.”   

Motion was made by Commissioner Francisco to approve Deer Management Zone Hunts for 
2007.  Seconded by Commissioner Moore.   
 
Commissioner Moore commented that it was his understanding that approval of the special hunts 
by the department was not in any way binding or mandatory on the municipalities to hold their 
hunt.  He said it is more like a pre-approval for them in case they want to propose a hunt. Moore 
added that it appears that it is not a DNR problem but rather a procedural situation of whether 
Cedar Rapids wants to go forward with a special hunt in their city.   
 
Ken Herring agreed that this is procedural issue and does not mean that the city of Cedar Rapids or 
any of the communities have to have a hunt.  He said those cities must vote to approve a hunt and 
the special deer hunt list the Commission is asked to approve only states the zones, season dates, 
legal weapons, license types and quotas that must be followed if that city or community does give 
approval for the special hunt.   Herring noted that the concerns expressed are reflective of the 
internal strife that goes with these types of hunts.  He expressed willingness to correspond with the 
city regarding the concerns expressed, but added that the burden is with the cities as whether to 
have a hunt or not.   
 
Commissioner Kramer suggested removing Cedar Rapids from the list of deer management zone 
hunts until the city addresses their own problems and requests the hunt.   
 
Ken Herring responded that if the Commission chose not to take action on this there would be no 
publication of the hunt because of time limitations.  He said a RFP for bids of the regulations must 
go out and time is of the essence.  He added that if it is not on the list and the city later asks for a 
hunt, the department would have to go through the process of adding them later.  Herring 
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emphasized there is no community on the list that our field staff has not been working with or 
talking to.   
 
Commissioner Moore related that the complaints being heard today about the process are from one 
city and there are 12 other cities on the list that use this procedure just fine.  He said there is a 
concern about reducing the time frame that the city has to involve its citizenry to go through this 
process because that all takes time and takes people coming together for that reason.     
 
Commissioner Kramer commented that there is no question there is a deer problem in Cedar 
Rapids that needs to be addressed.  She said that should be addressed with their city council and 
their deer management group but their problems are not going to taken care of by the NRC putting 
in a bow hunting season in Cedar Rapids.   
 
Commissioner Francisco noted that licenses have not been issued for Cedar Rapids so if the 
department does not get a request from them to participate, it should not make any difference.  
Discussion continued regarding legal responsibility as well as possible timeline problems if Cedar 
Rapids is removed from the list.   
 
Inara Powers related that she served on two task forces and they were told that it was NRC’s own 
rule that the city must approve the whole concept of a special hunt in order for it to appear on the 
agenda at the June NRC meeting.  She asked if a hunt in Cedar Rapids is so extremely important 
to the NRC that it is willing to break its own rules instead of actually forcing Cedar Rapids to 
make it a deer management program rather than a hunt in the city.  
 
Explanation was again made that there is not a departmental rule that the city pre-approve a 
special hunt and that this is an issue for the Cedar Rapids City Council.  
 
Kelley Myers reported that the department’s list includes open hunting zones, season dates, legal 
weapons, license types and quotas but the city has an obligation to evaluate safety, to make sure 
their locations are appropriate and also to approve the hunt.  She said it is up to the city to adopt 
the special hunt or not.  Director Leopold further explained that the department and commission 
are deciding that these entities may have a hunt, not that they shall.  He said we are basically pre-
approving them to go forward with a hunt should they so choose.   
 
Commissioner Bird questioned why representatives from Cedar Rapids are not at this meeting if 
they feel it is important to have the hunt.  He added that he thinks cities should officially approve 
their special hunt before the Commission gets it.  Commissioner Bird related that he is not happy 
that the Cedar Rapids City Council government is dropping the ball on us and said staff needs to 
tell Cedar Rapids to get their house in order with regard to special deer hunts before they ask us 
for approval.     
 
Ken Herring noted that there are twelve cities on the list and those entities have communicated 
with our field staff and requested that they again be added to the list.  Herring added that there are 
40 some different entities on the list and none of them have been asked to come before the 
commission to request to be on the special hunt list, and there may be others on the list whose task 
groups have not formalized the process with their city councils.  He said those other entities 
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should not need to come before the commission to make a formal request because that should be 
left with staff.   
 
Commissioner Francisco commented that one of the documents mentions that Ames had a big 
problem authorizing their hunt last year and they are also on the list again this year because they 
requested it.  He said this clearly is not our responsibility and if the city council is authorizing 
somebody to request the hunt, it is an issue for the city to approve the hunt or not.  Francisco 
explained further the history of the Iowa City Deer Management Plan which is a separate issue.    
 
Commissioner Garst asked staff to explain to Cedar Rapids the concerns we keep hearing from 
their citizens and to ask them to include citizen involvement in their process.  She added that she 
feels sorry for the people and our staff needs to be stern about them being timely in the procedures 
of their own city.  Garst also suggested sending out postcards to the cities involved in this program 
early in the year as a reminder for them to get this issue through their task force and city council 
before the June NRC meeting.   
 
Ken Herring explained that one dilemma is that there is nothing in our procedures that says 
precisely who is authorized in the city to request a special hunt.  He said any new city or county 
that wants to be added comes to us to make that request.  We then put them on the list and after 
that we need to hear from them that they are going to continue or if they want to be dropped off 
the list.  Herring said staff will talk to the communities with a strong message that we want to hear 
from them, that they have an active task force, that they are active in addressing the success of 
their management plans, as well as make a specific request to be sustained on the list. 
 
Roll call vote on the motion to approve the management zone hunts resulted in a 4-2 vote with 
Commissioners Kramer and Bird voting “no”.   

  DEER MANAGEMENT ZONE HUNTS APPROVED  
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Terry Lovell 
Terry Lovell, Keokuk, Iowa, spoke regarding the commercial fishing rules.  He said he is a 
commercial fisherman and member of the Iowa Commercial Fishing Association.  He expressed 
concerns and opposition to amendments to the Chapter 82, Commercial Fishing IAC Code.  He 
said there are 80 commercial fishermen who are licensed in Iowa that he has talked to who are 
questioning such drastic changes to the rule.  Lovell said that when the staff was asked why the 
rule change, they said they were receiving all kinds of complaints from the walleyers, who blamed 
the commercial fishermen setting net sets out.  He added that there has been no study on how 
many walleye the commercial fishers are catching in their nets.  He said the proposed amendments 
are dramatic changes that will affect people’s occupations, people’s lives and their income.   
 
Lovell said the proposed 3 ½ in mesh net rule will affect the harvest season of sturgeon and catfish 
because only the big fish can be caught in a 3 ½ inch net.  He said commercial fishermen will no 
longer be able to effectively make a living because most of the fish markets will not accept those 
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larger fish.  Lovell also explained that net setting is the only way to harvest the desirable fish in 
certain parts of the river so with this portion of the proposed amendments most of the commercial 
fishermen in Iowa and Illinois will be put out of business.  In addition, Mr. Lovell said that it is 
impossible to stay within 200 yards of your net because most trammel nets are 100 yards long so 
only two nets can be dead set, and not four nets as it says in the proposal.  He said it is impossible 
to make a living with two trammel lines.  Mr. Lovell also noted that adequate studies have not 
been done on the length of sturgeons because if it goes to 27 inches, 83% of those sturgeons will 
be thrown back in the river.  He emphasized that the proposed amendments to Chapter 82 will put 
the commercial fisherman out of business.   
 

David Sells  
David Sells, Crawfordsville, Iowa, spoke about the proposed rule changes to Chapter 82, 
Commercial Fishing.  He said any gill or trammel net hobbled to less than 80 percent its total 
height must be constantly attended.  Industry standard on trammel and gill nets has been 40% 
slack width since the beginning of commercial fishing.  Sells said he personally owns 40 to 50 
various trammel and gill nets and to rework those and to re-equip to meet the proposed changes is 
going to cost between $15,000 and $20,000.  He said that with regard to the extended closed areas, 
there are times of the year where they spend 100% of their time in those areas to make a living and 
if the proposals go through they will be put completely out of business.  He also pointed out that a 
year ago when the sturgeon length limit was changed to 27 inches, not one fisherman was notified 
of these proposed changes so none of them were able to attend the public meetings.  In addition, 
the states of Illinois and Missouri have their length limit at 24 inches and they did proper studies 
to support that and Iowa should follow those studies.  He cited instances when the Illinois 
fisherman has to use a boat ramp on the Iowa side and they become illegal when they cross into 
Iowa waters.   
 

Gary Lovell 
Gary Lovell, Keokuk, Iowa, spoke in opposition to the proposed changes to Chapter 82, 
Commercial Fishing.   He said commercial fishing is their livelihood and related that this is the 
first time in all his years of fishing that fishermen have gotten together to oppose a change that is 
not right.  Lovell commented that commercial fishing benefits sport fishing by removing rough 
fish such as buffalo, carp, big head carp, etc. and leaving more food and better habitat for game 
fish.  He went on to say that if commercial fishermen are put out of business the water will fill up 
with big head carp and bass and walleye fishing will be history.   Mr. Lovell asked the 
commissioners to take these comments into consideration because it will affect not only the 
fishermen but the businesses around them.   
 

Mike Sells 
Mike Sells, a retired DNR law enforcement district supervisor from Washington, Iowa, spoke in 
opposition to the proposed changes to commercial fishing.  He read the following statement: 
 
“I want to take just a few minutes to speak in support of the Iowa Commercial Fishermen and in opposition 
to the Department’s proposed changes to the commercial fishing rules.   
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I’ve had a keen interest and close association with commercial fishing most of my life, having commercial 
fished before, during and after working for the Department.  The proposed rules changes will most likely 
put an end to commercial fishing in Iowa.  Do you really want to do that?  The mesh size limits, fish size 
limits, amount of gear allowed and the expansion of the closed areas will make it impossible for the 
commercial fisherman to earn a decent income.  Then what will happen to the entire fishery of this state?  
Commercial fishing has been recognized as an extremely valuable method of removal and control of rough 
fish.  With no harvest of rough fish, the game fish populations will decline.  Then you will have the sport 
fisherman after you. 

The commercial fishery is composed of 4 major species groups: carp, buffal9o, catfish and freshwater 
drum, and 13 minor species groups.  The shovelnose sturgeon is one of those 13 in the minor group.  The 
percentage of total commercial harvest of shovelnose sturgeon is less than one half of one percent 
according to published reports by the Department.  Additionally, according to DNR publications, 
shovelnose sturgeon over 27 inches in length are very rare.  

Have you seen any verifiable data to show the shovelnose sturgeon population is in decline?  I have not 
seen any evidence and the commercial fishermen who harvest sturgeon have not reported a decline.  If 
there is a decline it is not likely because of commercial fishing.  Perhaps increased barge traffic and water 
pollution are the main contributors, if there is a problem.  Again, I am not aware there is a decline. 

I urge you to direct the fisheries bureau to back off their proposed changes to Chapter 82 of the Iowa 
Administrative Code and any other changes that will adversely impact the Iowa Commercial Fishermen.” 

Steve Waters, Fisheries District Supervisor explained that the Notice of Intended Action was 
approved at the last meeting.  Public hearings are scheduled at three separate locations in July and 
will be open to everyone and invited anyone to make comments on the rule at that time.  
Comments may also be given to fisheries staff at any time for inclusion in the public record.  
Following public comments, staff will discuss and readdress the Notice before preparing a Final 
Rule for Commission approval.   
 
Ken Herring added that staff values public input and comments.  He said the Notice of Intended 
Action was presented last month to open up discussion and receive comments on the proposed 
changes to the rule.   
 
Chairperson Garst reminded the audience to attend the public hearings because their input and 
comments will be very important in the final rule.  She advised that they are welcome to come and 
talk to the commission but the next time the commissioners see the rule will be when it is a final 
rule, so their attending the public hearings or providing written comments on the rule changes 
could possibly have significant influence on the rules.     
 

IOWA CITY DEER MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR 2007-2008 
Ken Herring, Administrator, Conservation and Recreation Division, presented the following item.   
 
The Department has the authorization to present and implement deer management plans.  The 
Commission is asked to approve the following deer management plan in Iowa City for 2007-2008.  
Conditions of the Commission approval of the plan shall include: 
1) take antlerless deer only; 
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2) removal of antlerless deer on University of Iowa properties to be done between December 23, 
2007, and January 18, 2008; 
3) removal of antlerless deer in the remainder of Iowa City to be done between January 11, 2008, 
and February 28, 2008; 
4) the use of rimfire rifles shall not be allowed for lethal removal of deer;  
5) an authorized agent of the DNR be allowed to observe deer removal when requested by the 
DNR;  
6) Iowa City should follow the recommendations of its own task force and consultant and 
implement the use bow hunting on areas where suitable and use sharp shooting only in areas 
where bow hunting cannot be done because of access logistics. 
 
 
Ken Herring, Administrator 
Conservation and Recreation Division 
June 14, 2007 
 
Attachments:   

Letters from Stephen Atkins, City Manager, dated 05/16/07 and 05/22/07 
 2007-2008 Deer Management Annual Plan approved by IA City City Council 05/01/07 
 Long Term Deer Management Plan rev. 05/07 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Bird to approve the deer management plan in Iowa City for 
2007-2008.  Seconded by Commissioner Kramer.   
 
Commissioner Francisco noted that it appears that the sharpshooters hired by Iowa City improved 
their performance with regard to the sex ratio of the deer they shot.  He explained that Iowa City 
was sent a rather stern letter last year about their poor sex ratio.  He also noted that in the past 
Iowa City did not come anywhere close to achieving their goals.  That information was not in the 
attachments received this year.  
 
Willie Suchy commented that in some areas they did real well but said they have problems with 
access just like any other control programs.  He said more does were taken this year than were in 
the past.   
 
Commissioner Garst commented that the Department’s authorization for the deer management 
plan approval indicates that Iowa City should follow the recommendations of its own task force 
and suggested that the wording should be “Iowa City should be encouraged to consider..” since we 
are not compelling them to follow the recommendations.  Ken Herring agreed that some 
rewording would make it clear that they are being encouraged, but not compelled to follow their 
task force.   
 
Motion to approve the Iowa City deer management plan for 2007-2008 carried unanimously by 
those present.   

MANAGEMENT PLAN APPROVED 
 

FINAL RULE—CHAPTER 106, DEER HUNTING BY RESIDENTS 
Ken Herring, Administrator, Conservation and Recreation Division, presented the following item.  
 
The Commission is requested to adopt a final rule to amend Chapter 106, “Deer Hunting by 
Residents.”  
 
The amendments list tentative county quotas for antlerless deer licenses and the counties that will 
be open during the November and January antlerless season. The amendments simplify the 
language describing who may obtain antlerless deer licenses and when they may be issued. The 
dates for the youth and special disabled hunter deer season were made consistent with Chapter 94. 
The amendments remove the six-shot-clip restriction on center-fire rifles for the January antlerless 
season. The amendments add a requirement that hunters in ground blinds during the shotgun 
seasons shall display solid blaze orange on the exterior of the blind. The amendments clarify the 
procedures used by the depredation program when writing depredation plans and issuing 
depredation licenses or shooting permits.  
 
Approximately 100 comments were received. The vast majority of the comments asked that the 
antlerless quotas not be reduced and that the January antlerless season be available in the same 
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counties. Several comments asked that the depredation program remain available to eligible 
landowners.  
The changes from the notice that affect the deer season are: 1) add 10,250 antlerless licenses to the 
paid county antlerless quotas; 2) keep the same counties open for the January antlerless season as 
in 2006 and; 3) extend the January season by one week with the season ending on  
January 27th.  
 
The changes from the notice that affect the depredation program: 1) remove wording about 
damage to trees on CRP or in natural woodlands and; 2) allow producers facing substantial 
damage before a regular hunting season opens to enter into a depredation plan and be issued out-
of-season shooting permits. Deer killed on these permits must be recovered and processed for 
consumption. 
 
Additionally in Item #8 a change to Iowa code (SF 435) allows youth hunters who were 
unsuccessful in the youth season to use that license in other seasons that are open for deer of either 
sex.    

NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION [571] 

Adopted and Filed 
 
 Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 455A.5, the Natural Resource Commission 
hereby amends Chapter 106, “Deer Hunting by Residents,” Iowa Administrative Code. 

 The amendments list tentative county quotas for antlerless deer licenses and the counties 
that will be open during the November and January antlerless season. The amendments simplify 
the language describing who can obtain antlerless deer licenses and when they may be issued. The 
dates for the youth and special disabled hunter deer season were made consistent with Chapter 94. 
The amendments remove the 6 shot clip restriction on center-fire rifles for the January antlerless 
season. The amendments add a requirement that hunters in ground blinds during the shotgun 
seasons display solid blaze orange on the exterior of the blind. The amendments clarify the 
procedures used by the depredation program when writing depredation plans and issuing 
depredation licenses or shooting permits.   
 Notice of Intended Action was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on March 28, 
2007, as ARC 5803B.  A public hearing was held on April 19, 2007. About 100 comments were 
received. The vast majority of the comments asked that the antlerless quotas not be reduced and 
that the January antlerless season be available in the same counties. Several asked that the 
depredation program remain available to eligible landowners. The changes from the notice that 
affect the deer season are 1) add 13,050 antlerless licenses to the paid county antlerless quotas; 2) 
keep the same counties open for the January antlerless season as in 2006 and 3) extends the 
January season by week so the season ends on January 27th. The changes from the notice that 
affect the depredation program are 1) removes wording about damage to trees on CRP or in 
natural woodlands and 2) rewrites the rule to allow producers facing substantial damage before a 
season opens to enter into a depredation plan and be issued out of season shooting permits. Deer 
killed on these permits must be recovered and processed for consumption. 

 Additionally in Item #8 a change to Iowa code (SF 435) allows youth hunters who were 
unsuccessful in the youth season to use that license in other seasons that are open for deer of either 
sex. 
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 These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 481A.38, 481A.39, 
481A.48 and 483A.7. 
 The following amendments are proposed. 

ITEM 1.  Amend subrule 106.2(5) as follows: 
106.2(5) January antlerless-deer-only season. Antlerless deer may be taken from January 

11 through the second third following Sunday. 
ITEM 2.  Amend subrule 106.6(2) as follows: 
106.6(2) Paid antlerless-deer-only licenses. Paid antlerless-deer-only licenses have quotas 

for each county and will be sold for each county until quotas are reached. The season that may be 
hunted with paid antlerless-deer-only licenses and the number that may be purchased depend on 
the season for which any-deer licenses have been purchased. 

a.  Bow season. A person who purchases a paid any-deer bow license may purchase 
antlerless-deer-only licenses, but the type and number that may be purchased depend on the season 
for which the paid any-deer firearm license is purchased (see paragraphs "b" through "f"). Prior to 
October 1, if no paid any-deer firearm license is purchased, the following paid antlerless-deer-only 
licenses may be purchased in any combination: up to three paid antlerless-deer-only licenses for 
the youth/disabled hunter season (if eligible), bow season, first regular gun season or second 
regular gun season, and late muzzleloader season. Up to three licenses may also be purchased for 
the January antlerless-deer-only season. Beginning October 1, an unlimited number of antlerless-
deer-only licenses may be purchased for these seasons. A person may not obtain paid licenses of 
any type for both regular gun seasons. 

b.  First regular gun season. Prior to October 1, a person who purchases a paid any-deer 
license for the first regular gun season may purchase the following paid antlerless-deer-only 
licenses in any combination: up to three licenses for the youth/disabled hunter season (if eligible), 
bow season, first regular gun season, and late muzzleloader season. Up to three antlerless-deer-
only licenses may also be purchased for the January antlerless-deer-only season. Beginning 
October 1, an unlimited number of paid antlerless-deer-only licenses may be purchased for these 
seasons. A person obtaining a paid license for the first regular gun season may not obtain a paid 
license of any type for the second regular gun season. 

c.  Second regular gun season. Prior to October 1, a person who purchases a paid any-deer 
license for the second regular gun season may purchase the following paid antlerless-deer-only 
licenses in any combination: up to three licenses for the youth/disabled hunter season (if eligible), 
bow season, second regular gun season and late muzzleloader season. Up to three licenses may 
also be purchased for the January antlerless-deer-only season. Beginning October 1, an unlimited 
number of paid antlerless-deer-only licenses may be purchased for these seasons. A person 
obtaining a paid license for the second regular gun season may not obtain a paid license of any 
type for the first regular gun season. 

d.  Early muzzleloader season. Prior to October 1, a person who purchases an any-deer 
license for the early muzzleloader season may purchase the following paid antlerless-deer-only 
licenses in any combination: up to three licenses for the youth/disabled hunter season (if eligible), 
bow season, early muzzleloader season, first regular gun season or second regular gun season, and 
late muzzleloader season. Up to three licenses may also be purchased for the January antlerless-
deer-only season. Beginning October 1, an unlimited number of paid antlerless-deer-only licenses 
may be purchased for these seasons. A person may not obtain paid licenses of any type for both 
regular gun seasons. 



June 2007 Natural Resource Commission Minutes
 

N07Jun-44 

e.  Late muzzleloader season. Prior to October 1, a person who purchases a paid any-deer 
late muzzleloader season license may purchase the following paid antlerless-deer-only licenses in 
any combination: up to three licenses for the youth/disabled hunter season (if eligible), bow 
season, first regular gun season or second regular gun season, and late muzzleloader season. Up to 
three licenses may also be purchased for the January antlerless-deer-only season. Beginning 
October 1, an unlimited number of licenses may be purchased for these seasons. A person may not 
obtain paid licenses of any type for both regular gun seasons. 

f.  Paid any-deer license not purchased. Prior to October 1, a person who has not purchased 
a paid any-deer license for any season may purchase the following antlerless-deer-only licenses in 
any combination: up to three licenses for the youth/disabled hunter season (if eligible), bow 
season, first regular gun season or second regular gun season, and late muzzleloader season. Up to 
three licenses may also be purchased for the January antlerless-deer-only season. Beginning 
October 1, an unlimited number of these licenses may be purchased. A person may not obtain paid 
licenses of any type for both regular gun seasons. 

a.  Paid antlerless-deer-only licenses may be purchased for any season in counties where 
licenses are available except as outlined in 106.6(2)”b.”  They must be used in the season, county 
or deer population management area selected at the time the license is purchased. 

b.  No one may obtain paid licenses for both the first regular gun season and second 
regular gun season regardless of whether the licenses are valid for any-deer or antlerless-deer-
only. Paid antlerless-deer-only licenses for the early muzzleloader season can only be purchased 
by hunters who have already purchased one of the 7,500 paid statewide any-deer licenses. 

c.  Prior to September 15 a hunter may purchase 1 antlerless-deer-only license for any 
season for which they are eligible.  Beginning September 15 a hunter may purchase an unlimited 
number of antlerless-deer-only licenses for any season they are eligible as defined in 571--
106.6(2)”b” until the county or population management area quotas are filled.  Licenses purchased 
for deer population management areas will not count in the county quota. 

ITEM 3.  Amend subrule 106.6(3) as follows: 
106.6(3) November antlerless-deer-only season. Antlerless-deer-only licenses for the 

November antlerless-deer-only season shall be available in the following counties: Adair, Adams, 
Allamakee, Appanoose, Benton, Bremer, Buchanan, Cass, Cedar, Chickasaw, Clarke, Clayton, 
Clinton, Dallas, Davis, Decatur, Delaware, Des Moines, Dubuque, Fayette, Fremont, Guthrie, 
Harrison, Henry, Howard, Iowa, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Johnson, Jones, Keokuk, Lee, Linn, 
Louisa, Lucas, Madison, Mahaska, Marion, Mills, Monona, Monroe, Montgomery, Muscatine, 
Page, Polk, Pottawattamie, Poweshiek, Ringgold, Scott, Taylor, Union, Van Buren, Wapello, 
Warren, Washington, Wayne, and Winneshiek, and Woodbury. Beginning the second Saturday 
prior to the opening of the November antlerless-deer-only season, an unlimited number of paid 
antlerless-deer-only licenses may be purchased for the November antlerless-deer-only season. 
These licenses may be obtained regardless of any other paid any-deer or paid antlerless-deer-only 
licenses that may have been obtained. Licenses will be sold until county quotas are filled. 

ITEM 4.  Amend subrule 106.6(4) as follows: 
106.6(4) January antlerless-deer-only licenses. Antlerless-deer-only licenses for the 

January antlerless-deer-only season shall be available in the following counties: Adair, Adams, 
Allamakee, Appanoose, Benton, Bremer, Buchanan, Cass, Cedar, Chickasaw, Clarke, Clayton, 
Clinton, Dallas, Davis, Decatur, Delaware, Des Moines, Dubuque, Fayette, Fremont, Guthrie, 
Harrison, Henry, Howard, Iowa, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Johnson, Jones, Keokuk, Lee, Linn, 
Louisa, Lucas, Madison, Mahaska, Marion, Mills, Monona, Monroe, Montgomery, Muscatine, 
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Page, Polk, Pottawattamie, Poweshiek, Ringgold, Scott, Taylor, Union, Van Buren, Wapello, 
Warren, Washington, Wayne, Winneshiek, and Woodbury. Prior to October 1, a person may 
purchase up to three antlerless-deer-only licenses for the January antlerless-deer-only season. 
Beginning October 1, an unlimited number of licenses may be obtained until quotas are filled. 
January antlerless-deer-only licenses may be obtained regardless of any other deer licenses that 
may have been obtained. 

ITEM 5.  Amend subrules 571--106.6(6) as follows: 
106.6(6) Antlerless-deer-only licenses. Paid antlerless-deer-only licenses will be available 

by county as follows: 
 
County  Quota   County  Quota   County  Quota 
Adair   1750  Floyd   250  Monona  950 
Adams  1850  Franklin  150  Monroe  3000 
Allamakee  4500  Fremont  1100  Montgomery  1000 
Appanoose  3300  Greene  150  Muscatine  1700 
Audubon  100  Grundy  0  O’Brien  0 
Benton  1000  Guthrie  3000  Osceola  0 
Black Hawk  0  Hamilton  100  Page   1300 
Boone   500  Hancock  0  Palo Alto  0 
Bremer  500  Hardin  400  Plymouth  100 
Buchanan  300  Harrison  1000  Pocahontas  0 
Buena Vista  0  Henry   2000  Polk   1000 
Butler   250  Howard  800  Pottawattamie  1300 
Calhoun  0  Humboldt  0  Poweshiek  750 
Carroll  100  Ida   0  Ringgold  2500 
Cass   800  Iowa   1200  Sac   0 
Cedar   1000  Jackson  1800  Scott   800 
Cerro Gordo  0  Jasper   1000  Shelby  250 
Cherokee  0  Jefferson  2000  Sioux   0 
Chickasaw  600  Johnson  2000  Story   400 
Clarke   1700  Jones   1500  Tama   800 
Clay   0  Keokuk  1700  Taylor   2300 
Clayton  5500  Kossuth  0  Union   1900 
Clinton  1200  Lee   2500  Van Buren  5000 
Crawford  150  Linn   1900  Wapello  2000 
Dallas   1800  Louisa   1500  Warren  1800 
Davis   3300  Lucas   1600  Washington  2150 
Decatur  2800  Lyon   0  Wayne  2500 
Delaware  1400  Madison  2000  Webster  100 
Des Moines  2000  Mahaska  1100  Winnebago  0 
Dickinson  0  Marion  1350  Winneshiek  3500 
Dubuque  2000  Marshall  500  Woodbury  950 
Emmet  0  Mills   1000  Worth   100 
Fayette  2500  Mitchell  250  Wright  0 

 
ITEM 6.  Amend subrule 106.7(5) as follows: 
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106.7(5) January antlerless-deer-only season. Bows, shotguns, muzzleloaders and 
handguns as described in this rule may be used during the January antlerless-deer-only season. 
Centerfire rifles .24 caliber or larger may be used during the last seven days of the season in the 
southern two tiers of counties. For deer hunting, semiautomatic rifles may have no more than six 
rounds in the chamber and magazine combined. 

ITEM 7.  Adopt the following new subrule 106.7(8): 
106.7(8) Ground blinds.  No person shall use a ground blind for hunting deer during the 
regular gun deer seasons unless such blind exhibits a solid blaze orange marking visible in all 
directions with a minimum height of 12 inches and a minimum width of 12 inches. As used in 
this rule, “ground blind” is defined as a constructed place of concealment used for the purpose 
of hiding a person who is hunting from sight. A ground blind is not a naturally occurring 
feature that a hunter merely uses for concealment. 

ITEM 8.  Amend subrule 106.10(2) as follows: 
106.10(2) Season dates. Deer of either sex may be taken statewide during the 16-day 

period that ends on the first Sunday in October 16 consecutive days beginning on the third 
Saturday in September. A person who is issued a youth deer hunting license and does not take a 
deer during the youth deer hunting season may use the deer hunting license and unused tag during 
the early muzzleloader, late muzzleloader and one of the shotgun seasons. The license will be 
valid for the type of deer and in the area specified on the original license. A youth hunting in one 
of these seasons must obtain a hunting license and habitat stamp or hunt with a licensed adult if 
required by Iowa code (483A.24). If the tag is filled during one of the seasons the license will not 
be valid in subsequent seasons. 

ITEM 9.  Amend rule 571--106.11(481A) as follows: 
 571--106.11(481A)  Deer depredation management. The deer depredation management 
program  provides assistance to producers through technical advice and additional deer licenses 
and permits where the localized reduction of female deer is needed to reduce damage.  Upon 
signing a depredation management agreement with the department, producers of agricultural or 
high-value horticultural crops may be issued deer depredation permits to shoot deer causing 
excessive crop damage. If immediate action is necessary to forestall serious damage, depredation 
permits may be issued before an agreement is signed. Further permits will not be authorized until 
an agreement is signed.  

106.11(1) Method of take and other regulations. Legal weapons and restrictions will be 
governed by 571-106.7 (481A). For deer shooting permits only, there are no shooting hour 
restrictions but taking deer with an artificial light is prohibited by Iowa code 481A.93. The 
producer or designee must meet the deer hunters' orange apparel requirement in Iowa Code section 
481A.122 .  

106.11(2) Eligibility. Producers growing typical agricultural crops (such as corn, soybeans, 
hay and oats and tree farms and other forestlands under a timber management program) and 
producers of high-value horticultural crops (such as Christmas trees, fruit or vegetable crops, 
nursery stock, and commercially grown nuts) shall be eligible to enter into depredation 
management agreements if these crops sustain excessive damage.  

a.  The producer may be the landowner or a tenant, whoever has cropping rights to the 
land.  

b.  Excessive damage is defined as crop losses exceeding $1,000 in a single growing 
season, or the likelihood that damage will exceed $1,000 if preventive action is not taken, or a 
documented history of at least $1,000 damage annually in previous years. 
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c. Producers who lease their deer hunting rights are not eligible for the deer depredation 
management program. 

d. Crops in confined storage areas (such as hay, grain, silage, corn gluten, etc.) will not be 
considered eligible unless exclusionary measures (such as fencing, gates, etc.) have been 
implemented to protect the agricultural product.   

106.11(3) Depredation management plans. Upon request from a producer, field employees 
of the wildlife bureau will inspect and identify the type and amount of crop damage sustained from 
deer. If damage is not excessive, technical advice will be given to the producer on methods to 
reduce or prevent future damage. If damage is excessive and the producer agrees to participate, a 
written depredation management plan will be developed by depredation biologists the field 
employee in consultation with the producer.  

a.  The goal of the management plan will be to reduce damage to below excessive levels 
within a specified time period through a combination of producer-initiated preventive measures 
and the issuance of deer depredation permits.  

(1)  Depredation plans written for producers of typical agricultural crops may require 
preventive measures such as harassment of deer with pyrotechnics and cannons, guard dogs, 
temporary fencing, allowing more hunters, increasing the take of antlerless deer, and other 
measures that may prove effective.  

(2)  Depredation plans written for producers of high-value horticultural crops may include 
all of the measures in (1) above, plus permanent fencing where necessary. Fencing will not be 
required if the cost of a fence exceeds $1,000.  

(3)  Depredation permits to shoot deer may be issued to Iowa residents only to temporarily 
reduce deer numbers until long-term preventive measures become effective. Depredation permits 
will not be used as a long-term solution to deer damage problems.  

b.  Depredation management plans will normally be written for a three-year period with 
progress reviewed annually by the department and the producer.  

(1)  The plan will become effective when signed by the depredation biologist field 
employee of the wildlife bureau and the producer.  

(2)  Plans may be modified or extended if mutually agreed upon by the department and the 
producer.  

(3)  Depredation permits will not be issued after the initial term of the management plan if 
the producer fails to implement preventive measures outlined in the plan.  

106.11(4) Depredation permits. Three Two types of permits may be issued under a 
depredation management plan.  

a.  Deer depredation licenses. Deer depredation licenses may be sold to resident hunters 
only for the regular deer license fee for use during one or more legal hunting seasons. Depredation 
licenses will be available to producers of agricultural and horticultural crops.  

(1)  Depredation licenses will be issued in blocks of five licenses up to the number 
specified in the management plan.  

(2)  Depredation licenses may be sold to individuals designated by the producer as having 
permission to hunt. No individual may obtain more than two three depredation licenses per 
management plan. Licenses will be sold by designated department field employees.  

(3)     A depredation license issued to the producer or producer's family member may be 
the one free license for which the producer's family is eligible annually.  
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(4) (3)  Depredation licenses will be valid only for hunting antlerless deer, unless otherwise 
specified in the management plan, regardless of restrictions that may be imposed on regular deer 
hunting licenses in that county.  

(5) (4)  Hunters may keep any deer legally tagged with a depredation license.  
(6) (5)  All other regulations for the hunting season specified on the license will apply.  
(7) (6)  Depredation licenses will be valid only on the land where damage is occurring and 

the immediately adjacent property unless the land is within a designated block hunt area as 
described in subparagraph (8) (7). Other parcels of land in the farm unit not adjacent to the parcels 
receiving damage will not qualify.  

(8) (7)  Block hunt areas are areas designated and delineated by wildlife biologists of the 
wildlife bureau to facilitate herd reduction in a given area where all producers may not qualify for 
the depredation program or in areas of persistent deer depredation. Depredation permits issued to 
producers within the block hunt zone are valid on all properties within the delineated boundaries. 
Individual landowner permission is required for hunters utilizing depredation licenses within the 
block hunt boundaries. Creation of a given block hunt area does not authorize trespass.  

b.  Deer shooting permits. Permits for shooting deer outside an established hunting season 
may be issued to producers of high-value horticultural crops when damage cannot be controlled in 
a timely manner during the hunting seasons (such as late summer buck rubs in an orchard and 
winter browsing in a Christmas tree plantation) and to other agricultural producers who have an 
approved DNR deer depredation plan and on areas such as airports where public safety may be an 
issue.  

(1)  Deer shooting permits will be issued at no cost to the applicant.  
(2)  The applicant or one or more designees approved by the department may take all the 

deer specified on the permit.  
(3)  Permits available to producers of high-value horticultural crops or agricultural crops 

will allow taking deer from August 1 through March 31. Permits issued for August 1 through 
August 31 shall be valid only for taking antlered deer. Permits issued for September 1 through 
March 31 may be valid for taking any deer, antlerless deer or antlered deer, outside of a hunting 
season depending on the nature of the damage. The number and type of deer to be killed will be 
determined by a department depredation biologist and will be part of the deer depredation 
management plan. 

(4)  Permits issued due to public safety concerns may be used for taking any deer, as 
necessary, to address unpredictable intrusion which could jeopardize public safety. Permits may be 
issued for an entire year (January 1 through December 31) if the facility involved maintains a 
deerproof fence and signs an agreement with the department.  

(5) Disposal of deer killed under these permits shall be coordinated with the local 
conservation officer. All deer killed must be recovered and processed for consumption. 

(5 6)  The times, dates, place and other restrictions on the shooting of deer will be specified on 
the permit.  

(6 7)  Antlers from all deer recovered must be turned over to the conservation officer to be 
disposed of according to department rules.  

(7 8)  Shooters must wear blaze orange and comply with all other applicable laws and 
regulations pertaining to shooting and hunting. For out of season shooting permits there are no 
shooting hour restrictions but taking deer with an artificial light is prohibited by Iowa code 
481A.93. 
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c.  Agricultural depredation shooting permits. Agricultural depredation shooting permits 
will be issued to a landowner or designated tenant who is a resident of Iowa who has sustained at 
least $1,000 of damage to agricultural crops if the resident is cooperating with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to reduce crop 
damage by deer or has an approved DNR deer depredation plan.  

(1)  Agricultural depredation shooting permits will be issued to the resident landowner or 
designated tenant at no cost and shall be valid only on the farm unit where the damage is 
occurring.  

(2)  Permits issued to the resident landowner or designated tenant shall allow the taking of 
antlerless deer from September 1 through November 30. The number of permits issued to 
individual landowners or tenants will be determined by a department depredation biologist and 
will be part of the deer depredation management plan.  

(3)  Deer taken on these permits must be taken by the resident landowner or the designated 
tenant only.  

(4)  Times, places, and other restrictions will be specified on the permit.  
(5)  Shooters must wear blaze orange and comply with all other applicable laws and 

regulations.  
(6)  For agricultural depredation shooting permits there are no shooting hour restrictions 

but taking deer with an artificial light is prohibited by Iowa code 481A.93.  
(7)  Antlers from all deer recovered must be turned over to the conservation officer to be 

disposed of according to department rules.  
(8)  Agricultural depredation shooting permits will be valid only on the land where damage 

is occurring.  
d c.  Rescinded IAB 5/29/02, effective 7/3/02.  
e d.  Depredation licenses, agricultural depredation shooting permits and shooting permits 

will be issued in addition to any other licenses for which the hunters may be eligible.  
f e.Depredation licenses, agricultural depredation shooting permits and shooting permits 

will not be issued if the producer restricts the legal take of deer from the property sustaining 
damage by limiting hunter numbers below levels required to control the deer herd. This restriction 
does not apply in situations where permits are issued for public safety concerns. 

106.11(5) Disposal. It shall be the producer's responsibility for shooting permits, excluding 
those issued for public safety, and for agricultural depredation shooting permits to see that all deer 
are field dressed and removed immediately from the field. Dead deer must be handled for 
consumption, and the producer must coordinate through the local conservation officer the disposal 
of deer offered to the public. Charitable organizations will have the first opportunity to take deer 
offered to the public. No producer shall keep more than two deer taken under depredation shooting 
permits. By express permission from a DNR enforcement officer, the landowner may dispose of 
deer carcasses through a livestock sanitation facility. 
      ____________________________________ 
      Date 
      ____________________________________ 
      Richard A. Leopold, Director 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Francisco to approve Final Rule—Chapter 106, Deer 
Hunting by Residents.  Seconded by Commissioner Moore. 
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Willie Suchy gave a power point presentation, reviewing quotas for antlerless deer licenses, 
statistics on the deer count and other statistical information on the deer hunting rule.   
 

Carlton Kjos 
Carlton Kjos, Director, Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, Decorah, Iowa, distributed the following 
statement:  
“The IFBF policy supports:  (1) harvesting a greater number of antlerless deer; (2) requiring a doe to be 
harvested in areas of higher deer populations prior to any hunter receiving an any-deer tag; and, (3) 
improving implementation of the depredation management program to achieve acceptable local reductions 
in deer populations.  My comments today are based on these policies.   
 
The IFBF wants to thank the DNR for listening to the public comments and concerns and for their decision 
make changes to the March Notice of Intended Action.  The IFBF supports these changes to the original 
Notice of Intended Action and urges the Natural Resource Commission to approve these changes.   
 
However, despite the efforts of the department to control herd growth in recent years through its hunting 
and depredation rules, Farm Bureau members continue to voice their concerns about the overall deer 
population including site-specific crop losses.  Members are frustrated to the point of exasperation with 
deer damage to crops and property.  In fact, The Des Moines Register’s Iowa Poll last year showed 86 
percent of all adults support more deer hunting to thin the herd.  With higher grain prices projected for the 
foreseeable future, it is likely that the concern will grow if the department does not use all of its available 
tools to address deer damage.”   
 
Mr. Kjos related that the IFBF asks the Natural Resource Commission to include these additional 
changes in its final approved rule.   
--Keep all counties open to the November and January antlerless deer only seasons by adding at 
least 100 license quotas to each county that now has zero licenses.   
--Asks the Department to review its policies to make certain depredations biologists are 
consistently applying the program’s requirements without adding requirements inconsistent with 
state law that limit access to the program 
--Opposes language in the Final Rule that makes farmers and landowners who lease their deer 
hunting rights ineligible for the deer depredation program. 
--Opposes language that would exclude losses in confined storage areas from the depredation 
program if exclusionary measures such as fencing or gates have been implemented.   
--Asks the Department to work with farmers and landowners to address excessive damage, 
communicating to minimize problems, conduct follow-up evaluation and make changes to the plan 
based on past performance of farmer and/or landowner. 
--Supports the additional language changes in the Final Rule that will clarify the implementation 
of producers’ access to out-of-season shooting permits.   
--Continue the option of allowing landowners and tenants to use one of their free landowner-tenant 
licenses for a deer depredation license.   
--Use the new harvest reporting system to implement a requirement that each hunter harvest a doe 
prior to receiving an any-deer tag in targeted areas.   
 
Language for specific rule changes was presented.  
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Commissioner Bird commented that farmers do have options on their own land by allowing 
people to hunt but requiring those people that hunt on his land to take an antlerless deer.  He said 
the farmer making that requirement to take a doe may have more teeth than the department saying 
you shall.   
 
Commissioner Francisco stated that there could be a problem with implementing that with the new 
reporting system in that people may call in their doe permit just to activate their any sex permit, 
resulting in a huge increase in our doe harvest that didn’t exist.    
 
Francisco also commented that the requirement for ground blinds to exhibit a 12” x 12” blaze 
orange marking visible in all directions may mean four or five squares.  He also noted that under 
Deer Shooting Permits, number 5 it uses the words “deer killed” and the rest of the rule says 
“take” or “harvest”.  He recommended that be amended to be consistent.  
 
Commissioner Garst commented that she was disappointed that there were not changes to shooting 
in ditches and disappointed there were not changes to the group hunt rules regarding timeliness of 
tagging.    
 
Motion carried by unanimous vote of those present. 

FINAL RULE APPROVED 
 

FINAL RULE—CHAPTER 108, MINK, MUSKRAT, RACCOON, BADGER, OPOSSUM, 
WEASEL, STRIPED SKUNK, FOX (RED AND GRAY), BEAVER, COYOTE, RIVER 
OTTER, BOBCAT, GRAY (TIMBER) WOLF, AND SPOTTED SKUNK SEASONS 
Ken Herring, Administrator, Conservation and Recreation Division, presented the following item.  
 
The Commission is requested to adopt a final rule to amend Chapter 108, “Mink, Muskrat, 
Raccoon, Badger, Opossum, Weasel, Striped Skunk, Fox (Red and Gray), Beaver, Coyote, River 
Otter, Bobcat, Gray (Timber) Wolf And Spotted Skunk Seasons, Iowa Administrative Code.”  
These amendments allow a limited number of bobcats to be taken in the southern part of Iowa, 
closes the beaver trapping season on April 1 instead of April 15, and makes the grace and tagging 
period for both the otter and bobcat seasons the same at 48 hours. 
  
About 20 comments were received. About ¾ of the comments received were opposed to the 
bobcat season. Most of these did not want bobcat trapping under any circumstances but several 
stated they would like to see bobcat populations continue to grow and expand and trapping should 
be delayed. About ¼ of the comments supported the season and a couple asked that the season be 
expanded to include their areas as they felt they had enough animals to warrant a season.    
 

NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION[571] 
Adopted and Filed 
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 Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code subsection 455A.5(6), the Natural Resource 
Commission hereby amends Chapter 108, Mink, Muskrat, Raccoon, Badger, Opossum, Weasel, 
Striped Skunk, Fox (Red and Gray), Beaver, Coyote, River Otter, Bobcat, Gray (Timber) Wolf 
and Spotted Skunk Seasons, Iowa Administrative Code. 
 These amendments allow a limited number of bobcats to be taken in the southern part of 
Iowa, closes the beaver trapping season on April 1 instead of April 15, and makes the grace and 
tagging period for both the otter and bobcat seasons the same at 48 hours. 
 Notice of Intended Action was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on May 5, 
2007, as ARC 5873B.  A public hearing was held on May 30, 2007 About 20 total comments were 
received. About ¾ of the comments received were opposed to the bobcat season. Most of these did 
not want bobcat trapping under any circumstances but several stated they would like to see bobcat 
populations continue to grow and expand and trapping should be delayed. About ¼ of the 
comments supported the season and a couple asked that the season be expanded to include their 
areas as they felt they had enough animals to warrant a season.  
 These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 481A.6 , 481A.38 , 
481A.39 , 481A.87 , and 481A.90. 
 The following amendments are proposed. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

ITEM 1.  Amend rule 571--108.4(481A), as follows: 
571--108.4(481A) Beaver. Open season for the taking of beaver shall be from 8 a.m. on the first 
Saturday in November through April 15 1 of succeeding year. No bag or possession limit. 

ITEM 2.  Amend rule 571--108.6(481A), as follows: 
571--108.6(481A) Bobcat, gray Gray (timber) wolf, and spotted skunk. Continuous closed season. 

ITEM 3.  Amend rule 571--108.7(481A): 
571--108.7(481A) River otter trapping and bobcat. 
 108.7(1) License requirements.  Each person who traps takes river otters or bobcats shall 
have a valid fur harvester license and pay the habitat fee if normally required to have a license to 
hunt or trap. 

108.7(2) Areas open to trapping.  Trapping for river otters is open River otters may be 
taken statewide. Bobcats may be taken in the following counties: Adams, Appanoose, Clarke, 
Davis, Decatur, Des Moines, Fremont, Henry, Jefferson, Lee, Lucas, Mills, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Page, Ringgold, Taylor, Union, Van Buren, Wapello, and Wayne. 

108.7(3) Quotas and seasonal bag limit.  
a.  Seasonal bag limits. The seasonal bag limit is 2 river otters and 1 bobcat per trapper 

person. 
b.  Quotas. The quota for the number of river otters that may be taken is 400 statewide. The 

quota for the number of bobcats taken is 150 in the open area. The season shall end for river otters 
when the number of river otters trapped, as determined by the harvest reporting system, reaches 
400. The season shall end for bobcats when the number of bobcats taken, as determined by the 
harvest reporting system, reaches 150. Trappers shall be allowed a 72 48 hour grace period after 
the quota is reached to clear their traps of river otters or bobcats.  River otters or bobcats found in 
traps during the grace period may be kept even though the quota is exceeded, as long as the 
trapper has not reached his or her personal bag limit.  River otters or bobcats trapped after the 
grace period or in excess of the seasonal bag limit must be turned over to the department; the 
trapper will not be penalized.  
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 108.7(4) Season dates.  The season for trapping taking river otters and bobcats opens on 
the same date as the trapping seasons described in 571--108.1(481A) first Saturday in November 
and close closes when the quota has been reached, as explained in this rule, or January 31 of the 
following year, whichever occurs first. 
 108.7(5) Reporting requirements.  

a.  A trappers Anyone, including a landowner or tenant not required to have a furharvester 
license, who traps takes a river otter or bobcat must report the harvest to a DNR conservation 
officer or designated DNR employee within 24 hours. The trapper furharvester must arrange to 
receive a CITES tag or Iowa River Otter Harvest Tag from the officer or DNR employee within 72 
48 hours of the time the harvest is reported or before the river otter or bobcat is skinned, 
whichever first occurs. 
 b.  Conservation officer reporting.  Upon receiving a telephone report from a trapper that a 
river otter or bobcat has been legally taken, the conservation officers officer or DNR employee 
will call the department's harvest reporting system.  The number of river otters and bobcats taken 
will be updated daily, and a message recorded on the department's telephone system.  The number 
taken will be available 24 hours a day.  Trappers Furharvesters may check the message daily to 
determine when the season closes and the grace period begins and ends.  The department will use 
all practical means to publicize these dates.  

108.7(6) Tagging requirements.  Every river otter or bobcat that may legally be kept by a 
trapper must have a CITES or Iowa River Otter Harvest Tag tag attached.  Tags will be supplied 
by the conservation officer or designated DNR employee.  The tag must remain with the pelt until 
the pelt is sold or used for other purposes that renders it no longer available for sale.  Persons 
displaying river otters as taxidermy mounts or other decorative items must keep the tag in their 
possession as proof of legal harvest. 

ITEM 4.  Amend rule 571--108.8(481A): 
571—108.8(481A) Accidental capture of a river otter or bobcat during a closed season. A person 
who accidentally captures a river otter or bobcat during a closed season or in a closed area or after 
the person’s individual bag limit has been reached shall not be penalized provided that:  

1.  The river otter or bobcat is captured during a legal trapping season or as part of a legal 
depredation control process; and  

2.  A conservation officer is contacted within 24 hours and the river otter or bobcat and all 
parts thereof are turned over to a conservation officer as soon as practical. 

      ____________________________________ 
      Date 
      ____________________________________ 
      Richard A. Leopold, Director 
 
Ken Herring presented some background information.  He said that staff has contemplated a 
bobcat season for over two years and explained that Ron Andrews talked to anyone--any group or 
any person that wanted an update on river otters or bobcats.  Herring said the comments received 
on this rule are surprisingly low and that is a reflection of Ron Andrews and the Wildlife Bureau 
staff getting the message out.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Francisco to approve Final Rule – Chapter 108.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Moore. 
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Willie Suchy reviewed the Chapter 108 rule.  He gave a power point presentation on the history of 
bobcats as well as the ongoing studies and answered individual questions.  He said the rule limits 
the number of bobcats to be taken to 150 but that is a very conservative number.  

Joe Galloway  
Joe Galloway, Des Moines, Iowa, spoke in opposition to bobcat trapping.  He said he was 
speaking toward a broader natural resource viewpoint including energy, ethanol and corn 
production.  He explained that bobcats prey on rodents that eat corn crops.  He said that even if the 
bobcats are sustained it doesn’t make sense to kill an animal that is helping to save our corn 
production which we need more than ever for ethanol and our energy.  Galloway went on to say 
that just because Missouri has bobcat hunting does not mean Iowa necessarily needs to. He said 
that if you go up to the second tier of counties the bobcat population is much less consistent so the 
trend is the further north one goes the bobcats become less and less.  He asked that the 
commission not approve a bobcat season at this time.   

Jim  Millard 
Jim Millard, Birmingham, Iowa, representing the Iowa Trappers Association spoke in support of 
the bobcat rule.  He said the southeast tier of Iowa does have numerous cat sightings.  He said that 
after looking at the biological data it is evident our cat population can sustain a harvest season.  He 
strongly urged the commission to vote for the rule.  

Ed Clouse 
Ed Clouse, Albia, Iowa, representing the Iowa Trappers Association spoke in support of a bobcat 
trapping season.  He said there is a bobcat population and that the DNR did their homework on 
this in a professional manner.  He strongly urged the commission to vote for the bobcat season. 

Jeremy Rosanke  
Jeremy Rosanke, Waterfowl Association of Iowa, spoke in support of the bobcat proposal.  He 
said the decision today is whether there is a harvestable surplus of 150 bobcats.  

George Scalf 
George Scalf, National Trappers Association spoke in favor of a bobcat season.  He said that the 
proper surveys and studies have been done and that he does support a sustainable harvest. Mr. 
Scalf said his opinion is that bobcats have caused some of the wild turkey depredation in his area.   
He asked the commission to vote in favor of a bobcat season.   

MaryAnn Hynes 
Mary Ann Hynes from rural Warren County distributed information on her concerns and survey 
statistics and spoke in opposition of a bobcat furharvest season. She said there are discrepancies in 
the information being disseminated by Iowa DNR officials and ISU researches on the increase in 
bobcat populations.  She also commented on a petition submitted to DNR that had 500+ signatures 
on it.  Ms. Hynes expressed several concerns:  1) data that DNR has published is all over the board 
on what the growth is of bobcats in this state so there is concern about discrepancies in the 
information that is being put out.   2) DNR is basing a lot of this on the bobcat study and a large 
part of that study that determines our baseline is based on bow hunter surveys.  She said she has a 
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lot of issues with a survey by people that have a chance to gain by this survey and who are not 
trained in animal identification and are not verified scientific personnel.  Ms. Hynes asked that the 
commission not approve a bobcat season.   

Tom Walters 
Tom Walters, Bettendorf, Iowa, representing the Iowa Trappers Association, spoke in support of a 
bobcat fur harvest season.  He said biology supports the decision and biology should rule rather 
than emotion.  He urged the commission to let the season go forward.   

Ed Grillot 
Ed Grillot, Wheatland, Iowa, representing the Iowa Trappers Association, spoke in favor of a 
bobcat season.  He said there are lots of cats in southern Iowa and said there are bobcats along the 
Mississippi River corridor and along the Wapsi River.  Mr. Grillot noted that fur is a natural 
renewable resource and asked the commission to approve a bobcat season.   

Pam Mackey Taylor 
Pam Mackey Taylor, representing the Sierra Club, spoke in opposition to a bobcat season.  She 
said the Sierra Club believes that a hunting and trapping season on bobcats should be rejected at 
this time because of their concern about the numbers of bobcats in the wild and their concern that 
bobcats were just recently taken off the threatened list.   She added that taking 150 animals as 
proposed for trapping doesn’t sound like many but that is between 12 and 14% of the population 
according to the DNR estimate of 1100 to 1200 bobcats in the state.   

Mackey Taylor stated that following the public hearing on bobcats, DNR employees reviewed 
some of their research with the Sierra Club and provided information that 200 bobcats were 
accidentally taken by trapping or killed by vehicles.  The previous year the number was 150 and 
said they challenge that this population is growing.  She said the correlation of ideal weather for 
trapping and more trappers in the field and the fact that more raccoons were not taken during that 
time does not necessarily point to significant growth in bobcat population.   Also noted by Mackey 
Taylor was that research indicates that small animals like rabbits and voles were a steady diet for 
the bobcat and that the CRP land encouraged use by these small animals to grow and live there.  
She said as ethanol increases and cornfield land is taken out of CRP programs the mammal 
population will cause the bobcat to decrease in population.  For these reasons, she said they do not 
believe a bobcat trapping season is appropriate. 
  

Mike Sells 
Mike Sells, Washington, Iowa, spoke in support of the proposed bobcat harvest season.  He said 
that through his years as a law enforcement supervisor he has seen a steady increase in the bobcat 
population and that he sees the population continuing to increase north of the proposed zone.  Mr. 
Sells asked the commission to listen to the biologists in the department on the statistics and 
approve a sustainable harvest season. 

Inara Powers 
Inara Powers, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, commented that when reporting animal sightings as voluntary, 
that information can be flawed and not a scientific statistic.  She said that instead of verifying 
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whether the sightings are accurate or not, you are just accepting them and the baselines should be 
the minimum of scientific studies.  She said once that baseline is lost it will be lost forever.   

Joe Wilkinson 
Joe Wilkinson, President of the Iowa Wildlife Federation, said their organization has written 
letters supporting an otter and bobcat season.  He commented that he was randomly selected for 
the bow hunter survey and added that bow hunters would have nothing to gain by not reporting 
accurately.    
 
Commissioner Bird asked what staff expects to see as far as bobcat statistics this time next year 
and whether it is anticipated the quota would be increased if the data suggests an increase.  Willie 
Suchy responded that initial discussions have been not to modify for a year but if data suggest a 
significant increase in animals, there may be a need to increase the quota. On the other hand, he 
said that if data suggests a decrease, the quota could be decreased. 
 
Ken Herring related that he asked a lot of hard questions during a meeting with Dr. Dale Garner, 
Dr. Clark and with Willie Suchy.  He said that when he questioned if the population would 
continue to increase, Dr. Clark, without hesitation, said the harvest will continue to increase.   
 
Commissioner Bird commented that he originally was opposed to taking bobcats at this time, in 
part because in all his years of being with the department, he had not seen a bobcat.  He said that 
he will not oppose this rule now because he thinks it is important to give trappers some vehicle to 
capture and market them and to try to get something back out to support our program.  Bird said 
that having the bobcat season will allow the department and the trappers an opportunity to dispose 
of the animals legally and also get some money back for them.   
 
Commissioner Kramer related that that she is not able to support trapping bobcats for the sport.  
She said she is not convinced that the bobcat is destructive or that it is somehow interfering with 
the natural order of our environment, so will vote no on the rule.   
 
Ken Herring related that this issue, more than any other issue shows the diversity of emotion that 
surrounds some of our natural resources.  He said bobcats are a natural resource that is renewable 
and we believe they are sustainable.  Herring said that biologists, by nature, are conservative and 
said there is not a biologist in the DNR that would dare take this action if they felt it would 
endanger this population of species.  He went on to say that this is a success story because these 
animals have been restored to Iowa mostly of their own accord and trapping regulations that are 
enforced by this department.  He noted that most of the statistical information came from trappers 
who trapped these animals and cooperated with the department to allow them to be radio collared.  
Herring said the department is being ultra conservative so it does allow that animal to be a 
resource.  He said predictions are the bobcat population is going to continue to rise.  
 
Commissioner Drees stated that he struggled with this issue early on as well, but said it is 
important to listen to the people in the field and the biologists who are conducting these studies as 
well as the trappers out there.  He added that the trappers have their finger on the pulse of 
population dynamics more than anyone else. 
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Commissioner Bird expressed appreciation of the information and statistics put together by Mary 
Ann Hynes.  He noted however, that they had a short time to look at the materials. 
 
Motion to approve the rule carried with Commissioner Kramer voting nay.   

FINAL RULE APPROVED 
 
 

AGREEMENT WITH IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY – RESEARCH STUDIES 
Ken Herring, Administrator, Conservation and Recreation Division, presented the following item.   
 
The Commission is requested to approve the attached agreement with Iowa State University for 
research studies to be conducted through the Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit in 
FY2008. 
 
The Department has in place an agreement with multiple parties, including ISU and the 
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, to coordinate and otherwise enable funding of 
certain scientific research projects and the provision of technical assistance among the parties.  
These projects are contemplated by that agreement and will be funded and executed according to 
the terms of that agreement.  Funding for these projects include federal grants and Department 
funds. 
 
Attachment: Letter to ISU Acting Director stating agreement terms 
 
Joanne Altieri, Director 
Office of Sponsored Programs Administration 
Iowa State University 
1138 Pearson Hall 
Ames, IA 50011-2207 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Under the terms of Cooperative Agreement No. 1434-HQ-97-RU-01560, it is the intent of the Conservation 
and Recreation Division of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources to transfer the following funding 
amounts to the Iowa Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit in FY 2008: 

 
Wildlife Component 
1) Population Dynamics and Dispersal of Bobcats in Iowa  $127,915 
2) Response of Forest Birds to Changes in Land Use/Land  

Cover in the Driftless Area of Northeastern Iowa $20,193 
3) Bird Response To Enhanced Vegetation Diversity In The Spring Run  

Complex Of Northwestern Iowa 1 $7,014 
4) The Use of Cattle-Grazing and Fire as Management Tools  

To Maintain Biodiversity on Grassland Reserves in Southern Iowa $98,351 
5) A landscape genetics approach to assessing the risk of CWD-infected 

white-tailed deer dispersing from Wisconsin to Iowa $31,173 
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6)  Statistical Support of the Iowa DNR Wildlife Bureau Research Program    $15,790 
7) Bird Response To Enhanced Vegetation Diversity In The Spring Run  

Complex Of Northwestern Iowa (SWG-funded) 1 $155,419 
8) Insect survey of aquatic habitats in Iowa $2,500 
9) Examining changes in vegetation structure through time in a restored  

tallgrass priairie ecosystem and the implications for avian diversity $2,500 
10) Effects of managed riparian buffers on native fish communities in  

central Iowa streams $1,800 
11) Survey of white-tailed jackrabbit populations on ISU research farms $2,495 
12)  Base Funding $20,000 
Total Wildlife Component $485,150 
1 Pending approval of a grant by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
 
Fisheries Component 
1) Best  Management Practices for Aquatic Vegetation in Iowa Lakes $40,799 
2) Radio-telemetry Investigation of Common Carp in Clear Lake, Iowa $11,853 
3) Effects of Common Carp and Zebra Mussels on Clear Lake                       $64,500  
4) Assessment of Interrelationships Between the Fisheries Community 

and Limnological Characteristics in Iowa Lakes $32,528 
5) Effects of Commercial Harvest on Shovelnose Sturgeon $30,398 
6) Develop a user-friendy interface for Iowa's lake databases –                     $19,000      watershed, water 

quality and fisheries 
7) Diagnostic/feasibility restorations studies - Prairie Rose Lake, 
      Lake Darling, Green Valley Lake and Lizard Lake                                    $124,706 
8) Diagnostic/feasibility restoration studies – Easter Lake                                      $82,431 
9) Diagnostic/feasibility restoration studies – Upper Gar Lake, 

Minnewashta, and Lower Gar Lake                               $102,150     
10)  Methods for assessing the physical, chemical, and biological 
      integrity of Iowa's Non-wadeable rivers           $63, 380     
11) Genetic structure and intraspecific phylogeography of the sheepnose mussel.       $22,828 
12) Base Funding                                                                                                          $20,000 
  
Total Fisheries Component $614,573 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kenneth Herring, Administrator 
Conservation and Recreation Division 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kramer to approve an agreement with Iowa State University 
for research studies to be conducted through the Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit in 
FY2008.  Seconded by Commissioner Bird.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of those present.   

ISU RESEARCH STUDIES APPROVED 
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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT – BRUSHY CREEK RECREATION AREA 
Ken Herring, Administrator, Conservation and Recreation Division, presented the following item. 
 
Staff has applied for an USDA Rural Development Grant to purchase an emergency response 
ATV unit, an automatic external defibrillator, and first aid kits for use at Brushy Creek State 
Recreation Area.  This emergency response equipment will be welcomed additions to the 
recreation area given its extensive multi-use trail system, multiple campgrounds and day-use areas, 
and large lake.  The grant has been reviewed favorably, which allows USDA to proceed with the 
next step of asking the DNR to complete forms and processes needed to move ahead to funding.  
While success of receiving the grant appears promising, it is not guaranteed at this time.  The total 
project amount is $11,924, with $6,500 provided by USDA, $4,424 provided by DNR State Parks 
Bureau, and $1,000 from beverage can deposits collected by the campground hosts. 
 
Prior to receiving final approval for the grant, the DNR must hold at least one public meeting to 
allow the citizenry an opportunity to become acquainted with the proposed project.  USDA has 
agreed that an item approved at an Iowa Natural Resource Commission meeting will satisfy this 
requirement. 
 
Commission approval is requested to give the DNR Director the authority to sign the certifications 
and other paperwork USDA requires in order to give final consideration to award to grant. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Bird to give the DNR Director the authority to sign the 
certifications and other paperwork for a USDA Rural Development Grant to purchase an 
emergency response ATV unit, an automatic external defibrillator, and first aid kits for use at 
Brushy Creek State Recreation Area.  Seconded by Commissioner Kramer.  Motion carried by 
unanimous vote of those present.   

GRANT AUTHORIZATION APPROVED 

 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 
Comment was made that the Wildlife Diversity News recently received was interesting and 
educational and that an exception job was done on the articles. 
 
Commissioners Bill Bird and Elizabeth Garst expressed interest in attending the Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies in Louisville, Kentucky from September 17-21.  Ken Herring will be 
in contact with the commissioners regarding registering for the conference. 
 

NEXT MEETING DATES 
The next meeting will be in the Stone State Park area in Sioux City on August 9, 2007.   
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ADJOURNMENT 

The June 14, 2007 Natural Resource Commission Meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m.   
 
 
 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Richard A. Leopold, Director 
 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Elizabeth Garst, Chairperson 
 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Carol Kramer, Secretary 
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